MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Mold Town Council Planning Committee held at the Town Hall, Mold on Wednesday 6th April 2016.
PRESENT:  Councillors: Bob Gaffey, Bryan Grew (Chair), Karen Hodgkinson, Brian Lloyd (Mayor), Anthony Parry and Phil Thomas with the Clerk & Finance Officer. 
APOLOGIES:  Councillors: Carol Heycocks, Andrea Mearns and Gareth Williams
28.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest expressed. 
29.
MINUTES
Resolved:  It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 29th March 2016 be approved. 
30.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Committee considered the following applications: 
30. 1 Flintshire Local Development Plan – Key Messages: Setting the future direction for the Plan – Tell us what you think

Members consider the questionnaire linked to the consultation document.  In addition Councillor Mearns had given her apologies for not being able to attend the meeting but had provided some comments on the questionnaire that she would like to be considered during the meeting.  The following responses were provided in connection to the questionnaire:

 Q1 Do you agree with the Vision for the LDP? If not, how and why do you consider it should be changed?

Yes.

Q2 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

There is no mention of churches/chapel and other places of worship yet most of the settlements in the appendices have them.  They play a key role in community life, not just spiritual but also as a venue for activities which brings a community together.
Q3 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?
Recognise the role of planning process – change of use and out of town developments.
Consolidating town centres so have viable centre with residential properties amongst/above/surrounding.
Q4 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?
Yes.
Q5 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Infrastructure needs to be in place for renewable schemes, particularly large scale.  If the electricity is made how will it be transported to the user/grid?

Q6 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Use waste from existing landfills as fuel supply for waste to energy plant.

Find buyers for all recycled plastics.

Dog waste as fuel supply for anaerobic digestion once pasteurised.
Q7 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Assessing the supporting infrastructure, e.g. Welsh language schools.
Q8 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Assess impact on financial pressures for maintenance of public realms.

Safety can be designed into new developments where cars can access/park (planning policy issue), where children can safely play.

Areas for food production (good health and well-being) research available on benefits to people who can be outdoors growing their food with others in their community.
Q9 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Include rural agricultural economy in the list.

Ensure community identities retained – no coalescence, protected from inappropriate development on green land.
Q10 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Yes

Q11 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Yes

Q12 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Yes

Q13 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Ensure use of brown land areas before identifying new housing allocations.

This is contradicted elsewhere when it says that UDP housing areas will not necessarily be carried forward into LDP.

Small settlements need housing growth, agricultural/young farmers who want to live and work in the rural locations, these keep villages alive, i.e. schools etc.

Q14 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

This section is underdeveloped.

Importance of food production to local economy, including employment and sustainability.

Tourism potential/enhance market town offers

Well-being/health agenda/education (children).
Q15 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Feeds into quality of infrastructure in towns and facilities – public realm, toilets, attractions.

Hotels and B&B’s

Theatre Clwyd major attraction (no mention in tourism).

Q16 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Need to reinstate and enhance natural defences – habitats, water catchments and river ecosystems.  Well wooded catchemtns in hills above settlements, wet-lands and wildflower rich grasslands to increase the water holding capacity of landscapes near towns.

There is no mention of air quality.  

Q17 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Could be critised for suggesting closer links with NW England (Culturally) than Wales.
Q18 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Yes

Q19 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

Design guides needed for new developments that reflect what the key attributes are on the built environment.

Q20 Do you agree with the identification of issues under this heading? If not how and why do you
consider it should be changed?

There is no point in setting targets for renewable energy unless there is commitment and resources to meet them.  Until EU sets targets and LA’s are fined for not meeting them it won’t happen.

Add Tidal Power to the list.  Flintshire has 25 miles of Dee Estuary with 2nd largest tide in UK.

Q21 Do you agree with the objectives above? If not how and why should the objectives be changed?

No. 6 should also include protecting the Welsh Culture.

Q22 Do you agree with the above summary of key messages to be taken into account in informing the LDP Strategy?  If not, how and why should they be changed?

Housing Growth figures need more clarity from Welsh Government.

Encouraging employment opportunity in areas outside Deeside – not just related to retail.

Q23 Do you have any comments to make on the settlement survey work in appendix 1 or the Settlement Audit Reports?

There is no mention of places of worship in settlements, yet churches are often the most significant architecture in a village and the focal point for community activities.

Resolved:  It was resolved that the above comments be forwarded to Flintshire County Council
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