MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 31st October 2018.

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Karen Hodgkinson (Mayor), Tim Maunders (Deputy Mayor), Anthony Parry, Robin Guest, Andrea Mearns, Gareth Williams, Bryan Grew Teresa Nickson, Chris Bithell, Haydn Bateman, Geoff Matthias, Sarah Taylor, Brian Lloyd, Haydn Jones, Trevor Arnold with the Clerk and Finance Officer, the Town Manager and the Support Officer.
Also Present: Sergeant Gavin Gilmore and PCSO Beth Weston from North Wales Police and one member of the press.
83. 
APOLOGIES: Councillor Geoff Collett.
    ABSENT: None
84.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest expressed.

85.
NORTH WALES POLICE
The Mayor welcomed Sergeant Gavin Gilmore and PCSO Beth Weston from North Wales Police.  
Sergeant Gilmore introduced himself and informed members that he was based in Mold and was Support Sergeant working alongside Inspector Darren Whibberley.  Sgt. Gilmore also introduced PSCO Weston who was now Police Community Support Officer for Mold and had been based at Mold Station for two months.  One of PCSO Weston’s roles will be to work alongside the town centre businesses, working in partnership with the Council, Flintshire Against Business Crime and retailers to help deter and reduce shoplifting crime in the town.  PCSO Weston would also be working with the schools Liaison Officers. 
Councillor Matthias expressed thanks on behalf of Parkfields Community Centre for PSCO Weston carrying out patrols in the area, which was aiming to deter anti social behaviour.

Sgt. Gilmore informed members that if they did need to speak about matters of concern, that he would endeavour to make himself available at the station for members to come in and discuss with him.
6.25pm Sergeant Gilmore and PCSO Weston left the meeting.
86. 

     

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor gave members an update on her official engagements attended over the last month.

87.






     MINUTES












Resolved:  It was resolved that: 
a) The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 26th 

September 2018 be received and approved;
b) The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 1st October 2018 be received and noted;

88.     

INFORMATION ARISING FROM MINUTES

Minute 67 – Councillor Bithell asked if any thoughts had been given to how to carry out footfall count within the town and suggested members may be willing to volunteer to carry out a manual count.  The Town Manager informed members that he had been in discussions with Flintshire County Council as to the best way forward and was looking at a technical solution to count footfall. A further update on this would be provided as soon as available.
89.
REPORT OF TOWN MANAGER

Members considered the previously circulated report provided by the Town Manager and the Town Manager highlighted to members some items on his report.

The Town Manager informed members he had spoken with the owners of the Ambrose Lloyd Centre and was encouraged with their plans for redevelopment of the site.
The Hot Wok on Kings Street was being refurbished and would be opening on 12th November under new management, Asia Sensation, offering a fusion of oriental cuisine. 
The bus station improvements was progressing well.  The counters in the public conveniences where now in place in the Daniel Owen Centre. 
The Town Manager made a personal announcement -  after 10 years with Mold Town Council he officially announced his retirement and informed members he would retire in the Spring of 2019.  He assured members he would be overseeing the 10th anniversary of the Mold Spring Clean and celebrating Springy’s 10th Birthday, an achievement he was particularly proud of as the Mold Spring Clean has gone from strength to strength each year.   

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report.
90.
NORTH WALES BLUES AND SOUL FESTIVAL 2018
Members considered the previously circulated report provided by the Blues & Soul organising committee which provided a summary of this year’s festival, accounts and how to move forward with 2019 festival.
The Committee have asked if Council wish to continue to support the event as a Mold Town Council event or whether they would consider support in other ways such as providing grant if the committee went independent.

Councillor Guest said that a business plan had not been provided by the committee despite members asking for one in previous years.  Members need to know how the committee will be addressing the failings of the festival.  Other members agreed that a business plan would need to be supplied by the organising committee before consideration can be given as to how to support going forward.   Councillor Mearns said that having spoken to quite a few of the organising committee at the festival, she was under the impression that they wanted to go independent and asked for the committee to confirm how they wanted to proceed going forward as the report does not clarify this.  
Councillor Williams proposed that any discussion be deferred until the Blues and Soul organising committee come back with a business plan and confirm how they wish to proceed, either as an independent group or as a Mold Town Council event. 

All members supported this proposal.

Resolved:  It was resolved to defer any decision regarding support of the festival until the Blues and Soul organising committee submit a business plan and confirm how they wish to proceed, either as an independent group or as a Mold Town Council event.
7.20pm The Town Manager and Councillor Williams left the meeting 

91.
ACCOUNTS 2018/19 – HALF YEAR REVIEW

Members considered the previously circulated report of the accounts 2018/19 half yearly review relating to the income and expenditure for the Town Council as of 30th September 2018.

Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the accounts 2018/19 half yearly review relating to the income and expenditure for the Town Council as of 30th September 2018.
7.30pm Councillor Williams returned to the meeting 

92.
INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL FOR WALES DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT – FEBRUARY 2018

Members considered the previously circulated Remuneration Panel draft Annual 

Report 2018/19 information.  The Town Clerk asked members to review the report and provide any comments to the Town Clerk who would collate and respond on 

behalf of members.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the draft Annual Report.

93.
CHRISTMAS FLOAT

Members considered the previously circulated report regarding Mold Town Council taking over the responsibility and service delivery of the Christmas float from Mold Rotary Club.

Councillor Williams suggested £500 from the events fund is held to cover any costs incurred i.e. maintenance, fuel etc., thus ensuring all monies donated goes to the Mayors fundraising appeal.

Councillor Taylor suggested approaching 6th form and college students to ask if they would like to volunteer.  Councillor Carberry suggested contacting groups such as the cadets and guides for volunteers and suggested a portion of the collection money could be donated to their group as a thank you for supporting/volunteering.

Members supported the request for Mold Town Council to take over the responsibility and service delivery of the Christmas float from Mold Rotary Club and any set up and ongoing costs are covered from funds held in reserves.


Resolved:  It was resolved that:-

a) The Town Council to take over the responsibility and service delivery of the Christmas float from Mold Rotary Club.

b) The Town Council provide a Christmas float service to the young people of Mold.

c) Any initial set up and ongoing costs are covered from funds held in reserves.

94.
NOTICE OF MOTION

94.1 Councillor Haydn Jones – to seek support from the Town Council to address the concerns of Ysgol Bryn Gwalia/Ysgol Enfys and parents regarding the speed of traffic on Clayton Road, near the schools.  This concern is also shared by Greenside residents entering Clayton Road at a particularly bad bend.

Councillor Jones informed members that he had been approached by residents of Greenside concerned about the poor visibility on the bend of Clayton Road coming out of Greenside due to Ysgol Enfys bamboo fencing.  This issue had been ongoing for sometime and had been addressed by Flintshire County Council previously, resulting in some of the bamboo fencing being removed.  This was now approved by Flintshire County Council and North Wales Police regarding visibility, however residents are still having issues and it is causing concern.

Councillor Bithell said he had raised this concern with Flintshire Highways on several occasions and had been assured that it meets highway regulations.

Following discussion members agreed that speeding was not a particular issue but the poor visibility due to the bamboo fencing was and supported Councillor Jones motion to engage in discussions with Flintshire County Council and the schools as to how this can be addressed.

94.2 Councillor Chris Bithell – that the Town Council seek advice from the MP and AM following a response from British Telecom on the town councils request to have the telephone box on King Street / Bridge Street removed.

Councillor Taylor suggested involving North Wales Police if there was concern the phone box was being used for illegal activity.

Councillor Williams suggested that the MP and AM are asked to write letter of support rather than seek their advice.

Members supported amendment to the motion to ask the MP and AM to write letter of support requesting the removal of the phone box. 


Resolved:  It was resolved to:-

94.1   Support Councillor Jones motion to engage in discussions with Flintshire County Council and the schools regarding the poor visibility on the junction of Greenside and Clayton road can be addressed.

95.2  Support Councillor Bithell’s motion and ask the MP and AM to write letter of support requesting the removal of the phone box.

8.00pm The Press left the meeting 

95.
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN MOLD

Members considered the previously circulated from Councillor Mearns, to consider the green infrastructure projects in Mold, including tree planting with Wild About Mold and potential funding for the Green Band through Enabling National Resources and Well-being in Wales Grant.

Councillor Mearns informed members that there had been an excellent response to suggestions for areas to plant trees in Mold with over 193 sites suggested.  Out of these, 20 were coded green ad would be a priority for Flintshire County Council with a further 18 coded as amber.

Wildflower planting in Mold, over 3000 bulbs had been planted in the Easter Garden at Tyddyn Street Church.  The Biodiversity Officer at Flintshire County Council had confirmed that wild flower planting on Kendricks Field had been approved and a 3 metre strip on the bank from Ruthin Road would be planted with wildflowers.  This would not impact on the space used for various events. 
Councillor Mearns asked members for approval to continue to support the Sustainable Management Scheme (SMS) and asked for approval to have a representative on the SMS steering group.  Members supported the request and approved Councillor Mearns to represent Mold Town Council on the steering group.
Councillor Mearns asked members for approval to put Mold Town Council forward as a partner organisation with regards to applications made by either Flintshire County Council / and or / North Wales Wildlife Trust for the Enabling Natural Resources and Well-being in Wales Grant, in relation to Mold.  Members approved Mold Town Council being put forward as a partner.
Resolved:  It was resolved to continue to support the Sustainable Management Scheme (SMS) and was approved for Councillor Mearns to represent Mold Town Council on the steering group.  It was approved for Mold Town Council to become a partner with Flintshire County Council / and or / North Wales Wildlife Trust in relation to the Enabling Natural Resources and Well-being in Wales Grant for areas in Mold.
96.
NOTIFICTION OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

Members considered the previously circulated information regarding upcoming events.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information.

97.
NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 
98.
MEETINGS ATTENDED

There were no reports from members on meetings attended.

99. 
ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedules previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 


Resolved: It was resolved that the schedules of payments be approved.

The Meeting ended at 8.15pm
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