MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 18th July 2018.

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Karen Hodgkinson (Mayor), Tim Maunders (Deputy Mayor), Anthony Parry, Robin Guest, Geoff Collett, Andrea Mearns, Gareth Williams, Bryan Grew Teresa Nickson, Chris Bithell, Haydn Bateman, Sarah Taylor, Brian Lloyd with the Clerk and Finance Officer, the Town Manager and the Support Officer.
Also Present: Sergeant Neil Hughes Safer Neighbourhood Team North Wales Police, Liz Litherland Kings Christian Centre and Alice Swain Salvation Army, one member of the press and two members of the public.
44. 
APOLOGIES: Councillor Geoff Matthias.
    ABSENT: None
45.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest expressed.

46.
SYNERGY

The Mayor welcomed Liz Litherland from the Kings Christian Centre and Alice Swain from the Salvation Army.  Liz gave members a brief back ground on why Synergy Mold was set up and Alice explained how members could get involved.

Synergy Mold is a cross-community group with the aim of supporting the vision of Mold as a town of sanctuary, welcoming those fleeing violence and persecution in their own countries.

6.15pm Liz Litherland and Alice Swain left the meeting 
47.
NORTH WALES POLICE
The Mayor welcomed Sergeant Neil Hughes from North Wales Police Safer Neighbourhood Team who had taken over from Sergeant Mavis Evans who retired the previous month.

Sergeant Hughes introduced himself to members and gave a brief history of his career with North Wales Police and updated members on PCSO’s assigned to the town.  He also informed members that he would be reintroducing Pub Watch in the town.
Councillor Mearns expressed concern about the lack of Police resource within the town, in particular the reduction in the number of PCSO’s allocated to the town and requested the Town Clerk write to the Police Commissioner with members concerns regarding the lack of resource.  Councillor Mearns also requested an up to date contact list for the Police contacts to be circulated to all members.
6.35pm Sergeant Hughes left the meeting.
48. 

     

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Members considered the previously circulated report of the Mayor’s official engagements attended.

49.






     MINUTES












Resolved:  It was resolved that: 
a) The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 27th 

June 2018 be received and approved;
b) The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 2nd July 2018 be received and noted;

c) The minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on 26th June 2018 be received and approved;
50.     

INFORMATION ARISING FROM MINUTES

Minute 33 – Councillor Bithell provided members with an update on the scrutiny meeting held at Flintshire County Council and confirmed the preferred option of members in relation to the bus network had been passed; support services on the core bus network and implement local travel arrangements for the non-core network.
Minute 36 – Councillor Bithell confirmed to members that following a meeting at Flintshire County Council, it had been agreed not to renew the contract with Kingdom Services.

Minute 37 - Councillor Bithell informed members that he had attended a site visit regarding the street lighting on the walkway from Ffordd Pentre to Tesco’s and confirmed the location had now been agreed and the lighting installation would proceed.

51.
REPORT OF TOWN MANAGER

Members considered the previously circulated report provided by the Town Manager and the Town Manager highlighted to members some items on his report.

The Town Manager informed members that Dodds Auction House had held its last sale and would be closing after  trading for over 55 years in the town.  He commented Dodds Auction House would be a great loss to the town as Dodds is seen as a destination where people came from all over to visit and that efforts must be made to find a business to take its place.  The Town Manager also past on his best wishes to Councillor Parry who would be retiring as auctioneer.

Councillor Collett asked if footfall figures for the town were available, the Town Manager confirmed they had not been collected for 5 years, since Flintshire County Council withdrew funding from Mold Town Council and Flintshire took over this task.

The Town Manager confirmed he is now receiving data on car park usage and the figures do show a decline.  Councillor Guest said that it was unfortunate that no bench mark figure was available, before the parking increase.
The Town Manager confirmed following the summary report from the traders forum,  a special meeting of the CDR Committee would be held before the end of August and he was awaiting confirmation of availability dates from Senior Officers at Flintshire County Council.


Resolved: It was resolved to note the report

52.
MOLD TOWN COUNCIL CASUAL VACANCY – CO-OPTION
Two expressions of interest had been received by the Clerk for the casual vacancy which has arisen in the West ward.  

Candidate Stuart Murray was nominated by Councillor Grew and seconded by Councillor Collett 

Candidate Trevor Arnold was nominated by Councillor Bateman and seconded by Councillor Parry.
Members moved to hold a closed session to carry out the ballot.

7.34pm The Press, Public and the Town Manager left the meeting 

Following the ballot, the Mayor had the casting vote. 

Trevor Arnold was co-opted onto the Town Council to represent the West ward.

7.39pm The Press, Public and the Town Manager re entered the meeting 
The Mayor passed on members congratulations to Trevor Arnold.

Resolved:  It was resolved that Trevor Arnold be co-opted on the Town Council to represent the West ward.
7.40pm The Town Manager left the meeting 

53.
ACCOUNTS 2018/19 – QUARTERLY REVIEW 

Members considered the previously circulated report of the accounts 2018/19 – quarterly review relating to the income and expenditure for the Town Council as of 30th June 2018.

The Town Clerk confirmed to members that the overspend on the Civic Fund was due to the purchase of the World War 1 Commemorative Silent Soldiers, which had not been budgeted for.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information. 
54
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Members considered the previously circulated report detailing the applications and recommendations for financial assistance. The Clerk informed members she had received an additional application for consideration from North West Cancer Research Mold Branch, who are organising an Afternoon Tea event, with music and entertainment, in memory of the late Beryl Powell.

Members approved applications and awarded £200 each to;
a)  Playmates Playgroup
b)  Clwyd Special Riding Centre

c)  Hear Here Lip Reading Group

d)  North West Cancer Research Mold Branch 

Resolved: It was resolved to approve the applications and award £200 per group.
55.
YOUTH COUNCIL/YOUTH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE 

Members considered the previously circulated report detailing the applicants received for the Youth Council Representative.

The Clerk advised members that only two applicants had expressed an interest, both of whom where under the age of 15 years and therefore could not be involved in Town Council meetings as had been the aim in the initial proposal.  The Clerk asked members to re consider its desired method of engaging with young people and how Council can also work with the two young people who had expressed an interest.
Councillor Mearns suggested engaging with Youth Workers who could advise on how to involve young people into Council.  Councillor Nickson suggested contacting Mold Alun House Council and School Council whose members are all students at the school.  Councillor Williams suggested encouraging young people to get involved in the town council’s events.

Following further discussions, it was agreed that the Clerk would contact the schools, local Youth Workers, youth organisations and the two young applicants to discuss how to make the Youth Council viable and how to move forward.
Resolved:  It was resolved for the Clerk to contact a number of groups / organisations to discuss how to make the Youth Council viable and how to move forward.
56.
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

The Clerk provided members with recommendations from the Personnel Committee;
56.1 Wurkplace Solutions – HR Consultancy Service

The Personnel Committee recommended that the Town Council approved the adoption of the revised Statement of Particulars together with the Employee Handbook and associated Polices and Procedures.

Members moved to accept the Personnel Committee’s recommendation.

56.2 Mold Town Hall - Parking Permits

The Personnel Committee recommended that the Clerk pursue the Town Hall lease with the County Council on the basis of free parking bays.

Following discussion, members agreed as the Clerk was still in discussions with Flintshire County Council over the parking bays, in the event of a staff  member receiving a parking fine, whilst parked at the Town Hall, then the cost for the first parking fines would be covered by Council.

The Clerk was asked to provide an update on the progress of discussions with Flintshire County Council in relation to the lease and parking bays at Septembers meeting.
Resolved:  It was resolved to:
a) 
approve the Personnel Committee recommended that the Town Council approve the adoption of the revised Statement of Particulars together with the Employee Handbook and associated Policies and Procedures.

b)
 for the Clerk to pursue the Town Hall lease with the County Council on the basis of free parking bays and in the event of a staff  member receiving a parking fine, whilst parked at the Town Hall, then the cost for the first parking fines would be covered by Council.

8.25pm one member of the public left the meeting 

57.
BAILEY HILL HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND PARTNERSHIP

Members were asked to consider and agree a representative for Mold Town Council on the HLF partnership between Flintshire County Council, Mold Town Council and Friends of the Bailey Hill following the resignation of R Gaffey.
Members approved Councillor Bithell as Mold Town Council representative on the HLF partnership group.

Resolved:  It was resolved to approve Councillor Bithell as Mold Town Council representative on the HLF partnership group.

58.
NOTIFICTION OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

Members considered the previously circulated information regarding upcoming events.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information.

59.
NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 
60.
MEETINGS ATTENDED

There were no reports from members on meetings attended.

61. 
ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedules previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 


Resolved: It was resolved that the schedules of payments be approved.

The Meeting ended at 8.30pm
SUMMARY OF DECLARATIONS MADE BY MEMBERS

IN ACCORDANCE WITH MOLD TOWN COUNCIL’S

CODE OF CONDUCT
	MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
	DATE:  18th July 2018


	MEMBER
	ITEM
	MINUTE NO. REFERS

	
	
	


Chairman’s signature: …………………………………………   Date: ……………………

WORD/MINUTES/MTC/MIN180718
17

