MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 28th March 2018.

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Bob Gaffey (Mayor), Karen Hodgkinson (Deputy Mayor), Geoff Collett, Yvon Jones, Bryan Grew, Chris Bithell, Teresa Nickson, Anthony Parry, Gareth Williams, Haydn Bateman, Andrea Mearns, Robin Guest and Brian Lloyd, with the Clerk and Finance Officer, Town Manager and Support Officer.
Also Present: Shelley Webber and Jo Seymour Domestic Energy Efficiency Team from Flintshire County Council, two members of the public and one member of the press.
168. 
APOLOGIES: Councillors:  Tim Maunders, Sarah Taylor and Geoff Matthias.

    
ABSENT: None 
169.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillors Nickson and Grew declared an interest regarding agenda item 8 Provision of goods and services to the Blues and Soul Festival.
170.
DOMESTIC ENERGY EFFICIENCY TEAM
The Mayor welcomed from Flintshire County Council Domestic Energy Efficiency Team, Shelley Webber and Jo Seymour who provided members with an overview of the Healthy Homes Healthy People scheme and the £3.5m funding which has been secured to help the most vulnerable residents in Flintshire with their utility bills and how they can help reduce their utility costs.  
Jo explained to members that they were hoping to visit each of the Town and Community Councils within Flintshire and speak to members about the scheme, asking Councillors to help promote their services to residents who may benefit from the scheme.  Jo confirmed they would be working with schools, local organisations such as the Food Bank and Doctors surgeries to help get the message across to people that support and help is available and members.  Members provided Jo and Shelley with a number of suggestions on groups to contact.
The Mayor thanked Jo and Shelley for providing members with the information.

6.15pm Shelley Webber and Jo Seymour and two members of the public left the meeting.
171. 

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Members noted the previously circulated information.
172.




MINUTES












Resolved:  It was resolved that: 
a) The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on held on 28th 

February 2018 be received and approved;
b) The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 7th March 2018 be received and noted;

c) The minutes of the meeting of the Policy & Audit Committee held on 14th March 2018 be received and noted;
173. 

INFORMATION ARISING FROM MINUTES
Meeting of the Council held on 24th February 2018
Minute 161 – Councillor Grew proposed that members write to the Welsh Minister and local Assembly Member expressing their concerns regarding the the change in policy in Wales; that agendas cannot be sent electronically and it is now a requirement for all members to receive a hard copy which is to be posted. 

All members supported the proposal and the Clerk was asked to write to the Welsh Minister and local Assembly Member on behalf of members.

Resolved: It was resolved that the Clerk would write to the Welsh Minister and local Assembly Member on behalf of members expressing concerns about the change in policy in relation to posting the agenda.

174.
REPORT OF TOWN MANAGER

Members considered the previously circulated report provided by the Town Manager and the Town Manager highlighted to members some items on his report.
The Town Manager informed members of a new cleaning business opening on the 29th March on Daniel Owen Square which was being ‘officially’ opened by the Mayor.
During the last Mold Town Partnership meeting it was agreed to disband the Town Partnership in favour of co-opted members of the community being part of the Community Regeneration and Development Committee.
6.30pm One  member of the Press arrived
The Town Manager updated members on the Spring Clean event and paid particular thanks to Deputy Mayor Cllr. Hodgkinson for her assistance with the administration work over the Spring Clean days.
Following the increase in car park charges, the Town Manager informed members Flintshire County Council had promised a review in 6 months time of the car parking charges.
Following Flintshire County Council announcement that the public conveniences in New Street car park will be closed 1st October 2018, the Town Manager gave members an update on the series of meetings he and the Clerk have scheduled with Steve Jones Chief Officer Streetscene regarding the public conveniences in the town where they would be discussing proposals and potential requirements for Mold Town Council to take on the service. 
Councillor Guest raised concern that it is not just Mold residents who use the New Street public conveniences but the cost would be covered by the precept from residents and there would be no contribution from business rates.
Councillor Mearns said there was a lack of evidence / data on the usage of the public conveniences within the town and this should be identified before any decision is made with regards to spending.  The Town Clerk confirmed she had identified a number of companies who are able to provide a service for collecting data figures on the current usage and this would be identified before any commitment is made.  The Town Manager reassured members, the discussions were for fact finding only and all proposals would be brought to the Alternative Delivery Model Working Group and Town Council for approval.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information.
175.
PROVISION OF GOODS AND SERVICES TO THE BLUES AND SOUL FESTIVAL
Members considered the previously circulated report provided by the Town Manager regarding the provision of services and goods to the Blues & Soul Festival.
Following the last internal audit of the Town Council accounts, comment was received that Financial Regulations have not been followed in obtaining three quotes for services and goods which exceed a value of £3000. The audit conclusions specifically referenced the supply of staging, lighting and sound equipment for the Blues and Soul.  

The Town Manager reminded members that the current supplier of the staging, lighting and sound equipment is a key member of the Blues & Soul organising committee and along with the equipment, provides his expertise and many hours of his own time to organise and support the event and without his involvement, the steering group believe the festival would not be able to take place.

The Town Clerk informed members that the Town Council can choose to suspend financial regulations in regard to the above supplier of goods and services (Financial Regulation 11.1 c).

7.15pm Councillor Collett left the meeting.

Following discussion members supported the request to suspend financial regulations in regard to the above supplier of goods and services to the Blues & Soul Festival for the current year.

Resolved:  It was resolved to support the request to suspend financial regulations in regard to the above supplier of goods and services to the Blues & Soul Festival for the current year.

The Town Manager left the meeting at 7.30pm

176.
POLICY AND AUDIT COMMITTEE 
Members considered the recommendations from the meeting of the Policy & Audit Sub Committee held on the 14th March 2018.

Resolved:  It was resolved to support:
a)  The amended Standing Orders;

b)  The amended Financial Regulations;

c)  The amended Financial Risk Assessment

d)  The Investment Strategy and Internal Financial Controls

177.
THE INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL FOR WALES ANNUAL REPORT
Members considered the previously circulated information from the Remuneration Panel for Wales annual report, section 13 relating to payments to members of Community and Town Councils.
The Town Clerk asked members to consider the determinations listed, determinations 44 to 53 are mandatory and payments must be made available by a Community or Town Council to its members, others are permissive powers that require a formal decision by the Town Council.  
Following discussion, Councillor Mearns expressed her objection to determination 46 which related to an annual payment of £500 in recognition of specific responsibilities, ie: Chair of Committee, which is in addition to the £150 payment for costs and expenses.
Following further discussion members requested it be noted their dissatisfaction of;

Determination 46: Community and Town Councils in Group A must make available an annual payment of £500 each to a minimum of one and a maximum of five members in recognition of specific responsibilities.  This is in addition to the £150 payment for costs and expenses.
The Clerk advised members, in relation to determinations 44, 46 and 51 that they can refuse to accept payments but they must put the request in writing, other than these three determinations, members can choose whether to accept or not accept.

Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the determinations on block and note members dissatisfaction of determination 46.
178 .
WALES AUDIT OFFICE – SURVEY OF TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS
Members considered the previously circulated information from the Wales Audit Office.  In addition to auditing the expenditure of public finances the Wales Audit Office undertakes an annual programme of local government performance audit studies.  For 2017-18 one of these studies focuses on how local government bodies deliver services to rural communities in Wales.
Members agreed for members of the Policy and Audit Committee to set up a Sub Group to respond on behalf of the Town Council.
Resolved:  It was resolved to set up a Sub Group to respond on behalf of the Town Council.
179.
HR AND HEALTH & SAFETY CONSULTANCY SERVICES
Members considered the previously circulated proposals for renewing the HR and Health & Safety consultancy services as the current contract expires on 1st April 2018.
Following discussion members asked the Clerk to seek a further proposal for comparison with the two proposals already received for discussion at Aprils meeting.
Resolved:  It was resolved for the Clerk to seek a further proposal for comparison with the two proposals already received.
180.
COMMEMORATIVE CONCERT
Members considered a request from Councillor Anthony Parry to hold a commemorative concert to mark the 100 years  since the end of WW1 on the evening of Sunday 11th November at Theatr Clwyd.
Members moved to support the request for a commemorative concert on Sunday 11th November 2018.

Resolved:  It was resolved to support the commemorative concert to be held on the evening of Sunday 11th November 2018.
81
182.
NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 
183.
MEETINGS ATTENDED
Members considered the previously circulated report from Councillor Mearns regarding Wild About Mold and the Bailey Hill Leader applications.
Councillor Mearns asked members, subject to receiving final confirmation of the details, to consider remaining as one of the partners of the North Wales Wildlife Trust (NWWT) revised Wild About Mold (WAM) project.  Members approved the request.
The information regarding the Bailey Hill Leader applications was noted by members.
Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the request to remain as one of the partners in the Wild About Mold project and to note the information regarding the Bailey Hill Leader applications.

184.
ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedules previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 

Resolved: It was resolved that the schedules of payments be approved.
The Meeting ended at 8.15pm
SUMMARY OF DECLARATIONS MADE BY MEMBERS

IN ACCORDANCE WITH MOLD TOWN COUNCIL’S

CODE OF CONDUCT
	MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
	DATE:  28th March  2018


	MEMBER
	ITEM
	MINUTE NO. REFERS

	Cllr. T Nickson and Cllr. B Grew
	Provision of goods and services to the Blues and Soul Festival.


	175


Chairman’s signature: …………………………………………   Date: ……………………

WORD/MINUTES/MTC/MIN180328
66

