MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 13th December 2017.

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Bob Gaffey (Mayor), Karen Hodgkinson (Deputy Mayor), Chris Bithell, Gareth Williams, Yvon Jones, Bryan Grew, Tim Maunders, Anthony Parry, Haydn Bateman, Andrea Mearns, Sarah Taylor, Robin Guest and Brian Lloyd, with the Clerk and Finance Officer and the Support Officer.
Also Present: one member of the press.
132. 
APOLOGIES: Councillors: Teresa Nickson and Geoff Collett, and the Town Manager.
    
ABSENT: Geoff Matthias.
133.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Maunders expressed an interested in agenda item 3: Pre-deposit proposals public consultation Flintshire Local Development Plan 2015-2030 in relation to site reference MOL011.
134.




PRE-DEPOSIT PROPOSALS PUBLIC CONSULTATION (PREFERRED STRATEGY) FLINTSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2015-2030
The Flintshire Local Development Plan (LDP) will set out where new development goes in the future as well as planning polices which define how development should happen, on a range of land use issues. This plan will cover the 15 year period 2015-2030.  The Preferred Strategy is the first part of the Flintshire LDP, it sets out the broad approach that the LDP intends to take in order to ensure that development in the Country takes place in a sustainable way.  A more detailed second part of the plan will follow at a later date.
Comments on the Pre-Deposit proposal documents, the candidate site assessments and other supporting information, as well as the submission of alternative sites must be made in writing and received by Flintshire County Council (FCC) before 5pm on Thursday 21st December 2017.

Members were presented with map of Mold showing potential development sites, 
referenced by a site number and colour coded; green for sites with potential to be developed, amber for sites with potential but may have issues, and red for sites which cannot be developed.
Councillor Bithell said any development should be to the West of the town as there is danger of coalescence if development was to take place in the East or South wards.  Councillor Bithell reminded members that the Mold Town Plan which included 
proposals for development sites had only been published last year and was still very relevant and that members need to be consistent with what was proposed in the Town Plan.
Councillor Mearns reiterated Councillor Bithell’s comments regarding the Town Plan.  Councillor Mearns said that the number of developments across the County was not unreasonable, however the number proposed for Mold was excessive. 

Councillor Guest expressed concern that the majority of new builds over the last few years had been in the South ward and Bryn Coch school was already at risk of overcrowding, any further development in the area should not be considered.

Councillor Taylor said it was not just housing that made a community, if new 
developments are being developed then FCC should consider providing more 
service buildings such as schools, doctors and community buildings as there was already a strain on the current services in the town.
Councillor Williams said members should stick to what was proposed in the Town Plan and this is what should be fed back to FCC.

Following further discussion, it was agreed that members would support the 

preferred settlement plan providing developments are evenly distributed across the County and the Town Plan should be used as reference with 

regards to areas for development and number of developments.
Resolved: It was resolved that:

a) The Town Council supports the Preferred Strategy on Growth;
b) The Town Council supports the Preferred Strategy on Spacial distribution;
c) The Town Council maintains its position in relation to the growth within Mold and would refer Flintshire to the Mold Town Plan which was approved on 15 March 2017 and details supported housing growth within identified candidate sites.  
d)  The Town Council maintains its position in relation to the Cattle Market.  The LDP Consultation makes reference to candidate site MOL030, Cattle Market, King Street, Mold – This site created much debate during the development of the Mold Town Plan which resulted in a detailed independent survey being carried out.  The outcome of the survey was in favour of the Cattle Market remaining on its current site to support an attractive and thriving town.  This evidence was used when finalising the Town Plan.
The Meeting ended at 6.50pm
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