MOLD TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Mold Town Council Tourism Committee held on Monday 18th August 2014 at Mold Town Hall.

PRESENT: Councillors: Chris Bithell, Richard Brookes, Brian Lloyd and Anthony Parry and the Town Clerk.

IN ATTENDANCE: Lorna Jenner Heritage Consultant, Ceri Owen IS-Design, Jessica Jones Modern Apprentice and Tourism Trainee from Flintshire County Council.

14. APOLOGIES: Councillors: Geoff Collett Carol Heycocks, Andrea Mearns and Phil Thomas

15. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest expressed.  
	
16. MINUTES

Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a)  The minutes of the meeting of the Tourism Committee held on 29th July 2014 be received and approved.

17. VISITOR INFORMATION POINTS

Ceri handed out a draft design brief for the “L” shaped structures with two colour options of blue and black/grey.  There were also height options at 2.4m and 2.8m.  Lorna advised that the black came from the heritage colour that the town uses for the railings etc.  Members were struggling to distinguish between the blue contrasts and suggested that a lighter shade of blue be used to show the contrast better.

Lorna suggested that the grey panel at the bottom should only have the Mold Town Council logo.  She suggested that Cittaslow should have some explanation with the logo to assist visitors.  She suggested that on the “Welcome” panel there should be a paragraph on Mold which would include a brief explanation of what Cittaslow is.  Councillor Bithell expressed concern that the panels should not have too much information on them as welsh translation will also be needed.  Members and Lorna agreed with this, but agreed that some explanation of what Cittaslow is will be required..

Councillor Brian Lloyd asked about the maintenance of the panels, whether they were cleanable and who would maintain them.  Ceri advised on the material of the panels and that they were cleanable.  Discussions would need to be had with Flintshire on the maintenance of the panels.

Ceri suggested that she could bring a colour chart to a future meeting to agree the shades of blue to be used to ensure a good contrast.  Members agreed that blue should be used, and welcomed the opportunity to agree the shades.  

Lorna advised that agreement would be needed on the desired height of the structures.  Members were concerned that the choice of height would need to be favourable with the Conservation and Design Officer at Flintshire to ensure the Planning application was not objected to.  It was agreed that the 2.4m structure should be used, as it was known that the Conservation and Design Officer was happy with this size.

Lorna explained that in the main the structures will have four visible sides with the exception of three locations which may have to have three visible sides.  Members considered each of the locations individually.  The five locations where there would be four visible sides would be:

· King Street side of the Bus station
· Chester Street side of the Bus station
· Love Lane car park
· Daniel Owen Square
· New Street car park, behind Bethesda Chapel
After some discussion members agreed the location for each of first five structures.

Members discussed the historic detail that should be incorporated on these panels, with suggestions including:

· Mold Bus Station – crime (Mold riots) and the livestock market and possible information on St. Mary’s Church hall.
· Love Lane car park – steam trains, history of the railway line, Industrial Mold and the Cotton Mill on the Synthite site.
· Daniel Owen Square – Daniel Owen, pre-historic Mold including the Gold Cape and the battle of Maes Garmon.
· New Street car park – Bethesda Chapel and the first Glanrafon school, Mold as a welsh town with some simple welsh phrase translations.

Members then considered the location of the three other structures, which proved more difficult as two of the proposed locations were on the high street and could affect the street markets.  The final location would be below St. Mary’s church opposite the walkway from Griffiths Square, replacing the existing black finger post.  Members agreed to this location and considered the historic detail to be included.  Councillor Brookes suggested including information on the Bailey Hill.  Lorna advised that as this structure would only have three visible sides the available space would be reduced.  She did suggest that the “what’s on” section could be replaced with information on Bailey Hill, as it would be more important to have “what’s on” details on the High Street structures.  Members agreed with this suggestion.  

In order to agree the locations of the two High Street structures, members met on site on Wednesay 20th August.  It was agreed that the best locations allowing for the street market stalls would be:

· a four sided structure under the canopy, replacing the bollard in the centre of the canopy;
· A two sided structure between Lloyds TSB and New Look, providing information on the Assembly Rooms;
· A two sided structure outside Vaughan Davies

Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) To approve the design, content and location of the Visitor Information Points as detailed above.   

18. TOWN MAP

Members considered the draft town map provided by Lorna.  She advised members that she was seeking comments on the content including pedestrian walkways.  Members also discussed the requirements for welsh translations and cluttering of names on the map and went through the map to identify where names could be removed, such as church names.  Lorna asked members to contact her should they have any recommendations for amendments to the map.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the draft map
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