MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Planning Committee held by Video conferencing at 5.00pm on Monday 1 June 2020.
PRESENT: Bryan Grew (Chair), Teresa Carberry (Mayor), Tim Maunders, Anthony Parry, Sarah Taylor (Deputy Mayor),and Gareth Williams 
Officer: Ian Jones, Town Clerk and Finance Officer.
APOLOGIES:  Councillor: Andrea Mearns 
Absent: Cllrs Brian Lloyd, Geoff Matthias.
1.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
2.
MINUTES
RESOLVED: That the note of decisions of the informal meeting held on 24 April 2020 be approved. 
3.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Committee considered the following applications: 
(a) Ref:                           JZB/061258
 
Proposal:              Demolition and redevelopment of a food store (Use Class A1), car park, access and landscaping 
 
Location:              Aldi Foodstore Ltd, King Street, Mold, CH7 1LA

NO OBJECTION BUT SEE COMMENTS BELOW TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION

Mold Town Council welcomes Aldi’s proposed investment in Mold, both for an improved store and shopping experience for Aldi customers, employing more staff in the store, aiming to use local firms to construct the store, and design measures to help reduce the environmental impact of running the store in future

There are however some areas of the proposals that raise concern:

1. Position of store, building materials and service yard

a) Siting the store at the Chester Road end of the existing site, means that the visual impact of the store from Chester Road will be greater than at present. The existing building materials are traditional brick with a pitched slate roof at different levels, which breaks up the visual impact. 
The proposed cladding below the roof line looks bleak on the artist’s impression viewed from the funeral directors looking up Chester Road, therefore more trees are required to screen and green up the site on that side if the cladding as illustrated is used. This could be done by planting on the former Old Chapel site; or reducing the service yard and increasing the verge in the service bay to plant trees.    

b) Siting the service yard right at the Chester Road end of the site, so that delivery lorries have to pass through the parking area to get to the yard, could pose a safety hazard for the public.

c) The restricted turning space for delivery lorries in the yard and any conflict with staff safety who are parking in the same area.
d) The position of the service yard being detrimental to Chester Street, running above the yard, creating both visual, noise and an air quality impact in that area.

e) Proximity of the undertaker’s chapel of rest on Chester Street and any impact from noise of reversing lorries and large vehicles.

f) Only having two waste bays appears inadequate when compared with the amount of waste created at the present store and other stores in Mold.


2. Pedestrian access from Chester Street and King Street

a) Removing the existing well-used walkway down from Chester Street from the proposed service yard area, could be detrimental to businesses on Chester Street for any people parking in the Aldi car park who walk into the town centre via Chester Street.

b) The proposed pedestrian access into the back of the Aldi site, at the old railway bridge end of the site, will involve pedestrians from Chester Street coming down the existing zig zag path and walking along the narrow road (linking the side of Tesco, to Love Lane car park area) past over 50 parked cars, with no pavement. And pedestrians from King Street coming down the path and having to walk past at least 10 parked cars and along the busiest part of that narrow road. The ‘Transport Statement’ paras 2.27 - 2.2.16. fails to note that the ramp from King Street has 3 steps at the top and so is not suitable for push chairs, scooters, and wheelchair users etc.
c) The proposal fails to make sufficient provision for ‘Active Travel’ (walking and cycling) and will reduce the ability of local people to access the site on foot. 
d) The ‘Transport Statement’ does not relate the site to the proposed Integrated Travel Network Map. 
e) The layout needs to be re-considered to include more Active Travel provision such as a ramp from Chester Street, a more direct foot/cycle access to the store entrance from FCC car park, and a legal agreement to require improvements to the ramp from King Street. If the new back entrance into the Aldi site was opposite the path way down from King Street this would be safer and shorter for pedestrians walking in both directions.

3. The car park

a) There appear to be no trolley parks in the car park itself. It would be better to have four less car parking spaces and put two trolley parks in the main body of the car park, so that customers do not have to walk through the parked cars to return their trolleys. This may also help to reduce the amount of trolleys left around the car park 

b) The SUD measures in the car parking area and proposals to divert the existing water culvert will need to be very carefully monitored by FCC. NRW has request some further River Alyn modelling at Leadmills, which the Aldi consultant said is unnecessary as the new store replaces an existing one. 

c) Sustainability statement 3.39 says that shoppers will still be able to park in the Aldi car park and also go into town. No detail on whether that will be for two hours free of charge as it is presently. To be welcomed.

d) Is there a barrier for the entrance so the site can be closed to ‘vehicle nuisance’ at night? There has been problems on Aldi’s car park for years with people using it as part of a race track up to Theatr Clwyd’s car park, which was causing a nuisance to residents on King Street. 


4. Trees and hedges

a) Very pleased that the Aldi pre-planning proposals to remove four mature trees at the back of the fire station, is not now part of the planning application. We would urge Aldi to take the opportunity to green up the site and retain mature trees and plant some new trees in the spaces around the parking bays.


b) In the bigger picture for Mold we are trying to link the town with the countryside around by creating a green infrastructure – the value of which to people and nature is well researched by both the Welsh Government and organisations such as the Wales Wildlife Trusts.
 

The Aldi site is on one of the green links across Mold, from the open countryside by Woodlands Road in the south east, through Mold Cemetery, along Tyddyn Street and the excellent planting carried out at Tyddyn Street United Church, along the top of the footpath down to Tesco, across Chester Street into the Aldi site, along Love Lane car park across Hall View, down the Bovril Path at the side of Lidl, to the River Alyn and out into the open countryside to the north west of Mold. Aldi is large site and the new development is an opportunity to play its part in Mold’s green infrastructure.

5. Solar energy 

a) The existing building had a large solar array on the back roof. The new proposed roof is orientated in the same direction – will it have solar panels?

6. Plastic Reduction

a) When you design the inside of the new Aldi store in Mold please could you put sustainability near the top of your considerations. This could be by incorporating in-store refill stations to reduce waste and unnecessary packaging, using the ‘fill your own’ concept. Also by not providing any sort of plastic bags or carrier bags and reducing the amount of products sold in plastic packing generally.


b) Mold Plastic Reduction group has a lot of public support since it started in May 2019, and following public meetings and workshops, there has been three Mass Unwraps at supermarkets in town. At Aldi last September 32 shoppers removed 221 pieces of plastic from their shopping in a two-hour period. A store where people could ‘fill their own’ and where there was less unnecessary plastic packing would be welcomed by many people in Mold.

(b) Ref:                          JZB/061101
 
Proposal:              Side extension to current dwelling & replacement of porch 
 
Location:              59 Parc Hendy, Mold, Flintshire, CH7 1TH

NO OBJECTION
(c) Ref:                            ADW/061351
 
Proposal:              Proposed Single Storey rear extension, partial garage conversion & New front Porch (Including side pedestrian gate). 
 
Location:              16 Rhodfa Cilcain, Mold, CH7 1GR

NO OBJECTION
RESOLVED:  That the above comments be forwarded to Flintshire County Council.
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