MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 27th March 2019
PRESENT: 

Councillors: Karen Hodgkinson (Mayor), Haydn Bateman, Teresa Carberry, Geoff Collett, Bryan Grew, Haydn Jones, Brian Lloyd, Tim Maunders (Deputy Mayor), Andrea Mearns, Anthony Parry, Sarah Taylor and Gareth Williams. with the Clerk and Finance Officer, Town Manager and Support Officer
156. 
APOLOGIES: Councillors Trevor Arnold, Chris Bithell, Robin Guest and Geoff Matthias.
    ABSENT: None
157.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Anthony Parry expressed an interest in agenda item 8: Mold Carnival.
158.
GROUNDWORKS NORTH WALES

The Town Clerk advised members that unfortunately representatives from Groundworks North Wales were unable to attend the meeting.  The Clerk would contact the organisation to see if they wish to attend a future meeting.
159. 

     

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Clerk advised that unfortunately details of the Mayors activities during the last month had not been provided.  The Clerk would provide these details at the next meeting of the Town Council.
160.






     MINUTES












Resolved:  It was resolved that: 
a) The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 27th February 2019 be received and approved;
b) The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 25th February 2019 be received and noted;

c) The minutes of the meeting of the Cemetery Committee held on 5th March 2019 be received and noted;

d) The minutes of the meeting of the Community Development and Regeneration Committee held on 15th January 2019 be received and noted;

e) The minutes of the meeting of the Policy and Audit Committee held on 14th March 2019 be received and approved.

161.     

INFORMATION ARISING FROM MINUTES

There was no information arising.
162.
REPORT OF TOWN MANAGER

Members considered the previously circulated report provided by the Town Manager and the Town Manager highlighted to members some items on his report.

The Town Manager gave members an update on recent issues relating to the street market, advising that between January and March traders take holidays, resulting in the markets team prioritising the High Street to fill with stalls.  He also advised on traders receiving parking ticket fines and that the markets team are now working to address this issue to ensure it does not happen in the future.  The Town Manager shared details of the new street market leaflet that has been published.

The Town Manager also provided an update on the development of the 2019 Town Guide, advising that alternative production arrangements were being made following the sale of NWN Media who had assisted with production in the previous two years.  

Councillor Mearns asked for an update on the Consultant’s report for the Public Conveniences in the town.  The Clerk advised that the consultant had been in regular contact and a written report was expected by the end of the month.   
Councillor Mearns asked about the progression of the repairs to the stone wall at the bus station.  The Town Manager advised that the contractor was currently on leave but had also been attempting to source further stone to complete the work.   Councillor Mearns also asked when the planting would take place at the bus station.  The Town Manager advised he would make enquiries in addition to making enquiries relating to welcome signs on the bus shelters.
Councillor Bateman advised on the improvements to the access routes on Wrexham Street and Ruthin Road, which the Town Manager was unaware of.

Councillor Williams asked if there was an update on improvements to New Street car park.  The Town Manager advised that he was only aware of re-lining work.  Councillor Bateman added that there was to be some resurfacing at the junction of the car park and re-lining.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report.

6.20pm The Town Manager left the meeting

162. MOLD CARNIVAL 
Members considered the previously circulated report requesting that the Town Council take over management and responsibility of Mold Carnival and MFest.  Councillor Williams asked if the jump in income was connected to the introduction of MFest, Councillor Parry confirmed that this was the case.  Councillor Williams proposed that the Town Council take over the Carnival and MFest for a period of 3 years.  Councillors Taylor and Collett suggested that the Town Council should either take over the events or not.  In response Councillor Williams suggested it would be prudent to review over the next 3 years with reports back after each event.  
Councillor Mearns informed members that at the last meeting the Carnival committee were asked a number of questions and the report considered at this meeting had addressed every area of concern by the Council, she advised that she was very happy with the response and proposed that the Town Council take over the events.
Resolved:  It was resolved:
a) To take over the management and responsibility of the Carnival and MFest for an initial three years, to be reviewed yearly.
163.
POLICY & AUDIT COMMITTEE
Members considered the previously circulated recommendations of the Policy and Audit committee relating to the review of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment, Investment Strategy and Internal Financial Controls.
Members also considered the previously circulated report containing recommendations for changes to the current Sid Matthews Community Awards.  
Resolved:  It was resolved:

a)  the existing Standing Orders be approved for 2019/20; 

b) 
the existing Financial Regulations be approved for 2019/20;

c) 
the existing Financial Risk Assessment be approved for 2019/20; 

d) 
the Investment Strategy and Internal Financial Controls be approved for 2019/20;
e)  the new categories for the community awards;

f)   the new name of the wards as Mold Community Awards;

g)   changing the time of year, the awards are presented to April;

h)   introducing an annual community awards event

164.
MATCH FUNDING SCHEME – 2018/19, PROPOSED PLAY AREA IMPROVEMENTS AT PARKFIELDS, MOLD. 

Members considered the previously circulated amended proposals following consultation with local children.
Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the proposals and match fund the scheme with £10,000 from Mold Town Council.

165.
FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT
Members considered the previously circulated report containing an action plan following the fire risk assessment carried out by the Town Council’s H&S consultants.  The Clerk advised members that whilst there were actions required of the Town Council, in the main most actions were the responsibility of the landlord Flintshire County Council.  The Clerk advised members that she would provide the County Council with a copy of the risk assessment and action plan.  The Clerk would also ensure the actions required of the Town Council would be addressed.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the advice of the Town Clerk and the content of the fire risk assessment and action plan.
166.
NOTIFICTION OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

Members considered the previously circulated information regarding upcoming events.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information.

167.
NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 
168.
MEETINGS ATTENDED

There was nothing to report from members on meetings attended.
169.
ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedules previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 

Resolved: It was resolved that the schedules of payments be approved.
The Meeting ended at 7.00pm
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