MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 27th June 2018.

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Karen Hodgkinson (Mayor), Tim Maunders (Deputy Mayor), Anthony Parry, Robin Guest, Geoff Collett, Geoff Matthias, Andrea Mearns, Teresa Nickson, Chris Bithell, Haydn Bateman, Sarah Taylor, Brian Lloyd with the Clerk and Finance Officer, the Town Manager and the Support Officer.
Also Present: Flintshire County Council Steve Jones Chief Officer Streetscene and Transportation, Sergeant Mavis Evans Safer Neighbourhood Team North Wales Police, one member of the press and one member of the public.
30. 
APOLOGIES: Councillors Gareth Williams and Bryan Grew.
    ABSENT: None
31.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest expressed.

32.
NORTH WALES POLICE
The Mayor welcomed Sergeant Mavis Evans from North Wales Police Safer Neighbourhood Team, who will be retiring from service in July 2018.
The Mayor thanked Sergeant Evans for her 30 years of service with North Wales Police, of which the last 4 years have been spent working in the Mold’s Safer Neighbourhood Team.   Sergeant Evans was presented with a certificate of appreciation and bouquet from Mold Town Council. 
6.05pm Sergeant Evans left the meeting.
33.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – BUS NETWORK REVIEW 2018

The Mayor welcomed Flintshire County Council Steve Jones, Chief Officer Streetscene and Transportation, to the meeting.

Steve updated members on the bus network review which Flintshire County Council is currently carrying out.  Flintshire County Council subsidies 24 bus routes through either standalone contracts or agreements with commercial operators. Steve explained there is a need to ensure an effective and integrated bus network in the future and services must be sustainable, affordable and meet the changing and prioritised needs of residents.   Public consultations had already been carried out and the next step was talking to Town and Community Councils for their preferred option on the proposed four options which would best suit the needs of their community.   Steve went through each of the four options and asked members which option would best suit the needs of the community. 

The options are:

     a)  Stop subsidising bus services altogether;
     b) Continue to support the services currently subsidised;
c) Support services on the core bus network and implement local travel arrangements for the non-core network;
d)  Support services on the core bus network and implement a demand responsive ‘ring and ride’ service;
The proposals for the bus network review will be taken to Flintshire Scrutiny Committee and then to the Cabinet meeting in July ready to launch 1st October 2018. 
Following discussions members agreed to support option C) Support services on the core bus network and implement local travel arrangements for the non-core network.













Resolved:  It was resolved that members would support the option to; support services on the core bus network and implement local travel arrangements for the non-core network.
6.30pm Steve Jones left the meeting 

34. 

     

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor gave members a brief update on the the official engagements she had attended.

Councillor Mearns commended the Mayor on her presentation to the Chinese delegation who had visited the town as part of their visit to Mold as a Cittaslow town and also thanked members for their assistance at the recent Bailey Hill Festival.
35.






     MINUTES












Resolved:  It was resolved that: 
a) The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 30th 

May 2018 be received and approved;
b) The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 6th June 2018 be received and noted;

c) The minutes of the meeting of the Policy & Audit Committee held on 13th June 2018 be received and approved;
36.     

INFORMATION ARISING FROM MINUTES

Minute 23.2 – Councillor Bateman provided members with an update on the scrutiny meeting held at Flintshire County Council were Kingdom Services was discussed.  Councillor Bateman presented members views to the Scrutiny Committee and informed members the outcome from the meeting was that Scrutiny had recommended not to renew Kingdom Services contract.
37.
REPORT OF TOWN MANAGER

Members considered the previously circulated report provided by the Town Manager and the Town Manager highlighted to members some items on his report.

Councillor Taylor raised concern that as the Victoria Road improvements scheme was nearing completion, the resurfacing and lighting on the walkway from Ffordd Pentre to Tesco had not yet been carried out as previously agreed under this scheme.  Councillor Bithell confirmed that the lighting would be carried out as part of the Victoria Road improvements scheme.
7.00pm The Town Manager left the meeting 

38.
POLICY AND AUDIT COMMITTEE
Members considered the recommendations from the meeting of the Policy & Audit Committee held on 13th June 2018 relating to the report of the Internal Auditor, the Annual Return and the additional governance assertions with supporting information.
Before members considered, the Mayor asked if any members had any affiliation with the company that undertakes the external audit, BDO LLP.  All members confirmed they had no affiliation with BDO LLP. 

Members noted that the Annual Return is supplemented by additional questions in the Annual Governance Statement to test the assertions.  The complete set of papers, annual return and additional questions form the whole of the information given to BDO LLP for the external audit.  

Within the report from the Internal Auditor, observations were made relating to staff training costs included within staff costs and a recommendation to retain a record of movements within the asset register of the value of assets disposed.  The Clerk advised that she would address the issue with staff costs with the software providers to separate for 2018/19 and in future would be maintaining the asset register as advised.

Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) The report of the Internal Auditor be received and approved.

b) The draft annual return and additional questions to test assertions be 
received and approved and the Mayor to sign.

c) The observations of the Internal Auditor be received and approved.

d) It was approved for the Internal Auditor, JDH Business Services be re 
appointed for 2018/19.

39.
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FOR WALES CONSULTATION – EQUALITY, LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE INQUIRY INTO DIVERSITY IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Members considered the previously circulated correspondence from the Equality, Local Government and Communities Committee inviting Town and Community Councils to submit written evidence to assist in its consideration of the inquiry.  

It was agreed members should respond individually if they wished to submit. 
Resolved:  It was resolved to approve members to reply individually.
39.
NORTH WALES WILDLIFE TRUST – WILD ABOUT MOLD SCHEME
Members considered the previously circulated report from Councillor Mearns regarding the partnership with North Wales Wildlife Trust (NWWT) and Mold Town Council and the opportunity of funding from the Big Lottery People and Places award which will enable tree planting within communities.
Councillor Mearns asked for members support in identifying areas within their wards (or other areas of Mold) where tree planting could be carried out.  The Support Officer confirmed she would request a map of each ward from Geographic Information Team at Flintshire County Council and these would be available for members to use to mark where tree planting should be considered, with permission from land owners.  Councillor Mearns suggested members could invite residents, schools and local businesses for their input as well.
Once mapping has been carried out and planting agreed, involvement of residents and local businesses may be required to offer assistance with watering for the first couple of years.
Councillor Lloyd asked how many trees were available, Councillor Mearns confirmed there were around £73,000 in the NWWT budget, this would also be used to cover costs of trees, NWWT salary and some equipment.

Councillor Nickson informed members that trees could also be requested for home owners gardens.

Councillor Collett suggested that ‘free trees’ from Woodlands Trust could be offered to the public and Mold Town Council could co-ordinate delivery and distribution.

Members suggested a number of suitable areas for tree planting and it was agreed that members would work on the maps once provided and feedback to Councillor Mearns.

Resolved:  It was resolved that members would work on the maps once provided and feedback to Councillor Mearns.
40.
NOTIFICTION OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

Members considered the previously circulated information regarding upcoming events.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information.

41.
NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 
42.
MEETINGS ATTENDED

There were no reports from members on meetings attended.

The Clerk informed members that if they wished to attend the One Voice Larger Council Conference to please advise and she would make the arrangements.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information regarding the One Voice Larger Council Conference
43. 
ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedules previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 


Resolved: It was resolved that the schedules of payments be approved.

The Meeting ended at 7.22pm
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