MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 30th May 2018.

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Karen Hodgkinson (Mayor), Tim Maunders (Deputy Mayor),  Anthony Parry, Robin Guest, Bryan Grew,  Geoff Matthias, Andrea Mearns, Chris Bithell, Gareth Williams, Haydn Bateman, Sarah Taylor with the Clerk and Finance Officer, the Town Manager and the Support Officer.
Also Present: Colin Hughes, Tom Williams and Andrea Williams from Aura

Leisure & Libraries, one member of the press and one member of the public.
13. 
APOLOGIES: Councillors Brian Lloyd and Geoff Collett
    ABSENT: Councillor Teresa Nickson
14.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest expressed.

15. 

     

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor gave members a brief update on the two official engagements she had attended.

16.
MOLD LEISURE CENTRE
The Mayor welcomed from Aura Leisure & Libraries, Colin Hughes Centre Development Officer for Mold & Buckley Leisure Centres, Tom Williams Mold Leisure Centre Manager and Andrea Williams Supervisor of Mold Leisure Centre Fitness Suite, to the meeting.
Tom gave members a brief overview of Aura Leisure & Libraries organisation, who are a charitable not for profit organisation owned by its employees and operates for the benefit of the local community.  Mold Leisure Centre has received a £1.4m investment fund from Flintshire County Council which is to be paid back over a 20 year period, the fitness suite was currently under development, with state of the art equipment and new fitness rooms and studios being installed.  The team are currently working in partnership with a number of local organisations and schools, including Mold Dementia Friends Group.  Andrea informed members, due to the centre’s expansion they were now recruiting for new members of staff.  
Colin informed members they would be attending a number of local events throughout June and July and invited members to the Mold Leisure Centres Open Day on 29th July and asked for assistance in spreading the word within the community about Aura Leisure.  
6.36pm Aura Leisure team left the meeting.
17.






     MINUTES












Resolved:  It was resolved that: 
a) The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25th 

April 2018 be received and approved;
b) The minutes of the meeting of the Annual Meeting held on 16th May 2018 be received and approved;

18.     

INFORMATION ARISING FROM MINUTES

There was no information arising.
19.
REPORT OF TOWN MANAGER

Members considered the previously circulated report provided by the Town Manager and the Town Manager highlighted to members some items on his report.

The Town Manager informed members he would be organising a town traders/business forum in June which senior members of Flintshire County Council would be invited to discuss ideas with businesses for a sustainable future for the town.
A Police sign has appeared half way down Tyddyn Street prohibiting vehicular access through to the cemetery end of the road.  The placement of the sign has caused confusion and questions as to why it has been put there.  The matter has been raised with Flintshire Highways and the Police.  Councillor Guest informed members as Tyddyn Street is an un-adopted road, the notice was not enforceable. 

Councillor Mearns suggested additional one way signs were put up on Alexander and Victoria Road as people where still entering the road the wrong way, it was also suggested that signage on how to access Bryn Coch school should be erected.

Councillor Mearns also reminded members that Steve Jones (Flintshire County Council) had agreed to look at putting bollards or a gate by the cemetery field to stop unauthorised access.  Councillor Bithell confirmed he would take this forward with Steve.
The new car parking charges in Mold had now been introduced, reducing the short stay from 3 hours to 2 hours and the parking fee had increased to £1.00 for 2 hours and £1.50 for all day parking.  The Town Manager informed members he was receiving regular negative comments, firstly about the increase cost compared to other Flintshire towns, secondly about the reduction from 3 hours to 2 hours for short stay and thirdly the lack of investment on the town car parks, given how much Mold raises for the County.  

Councillor Guest and Mearns both commented that  they had noticed Griffiths Square car park usage had dropped significantly since the new parking charges implemented.
7.05pm Councillor Guest left the meeting 

Councillor Bithell expressed his view that the parking charges should be the same across Flintshire.

Councillor Mearns had spoken to many traders all of whom were very concerned about the new car parking charges, especially the reduction in time for short stay and that this had had a massive impact on trade in the town.  One trader was especially concerned and commented that they are unlikely to still be trading in 6 months time.
Councillor Bateman informed members that he was confident that Flintshire would increase the short stay time back to 3 hours after the 6 month review.

The Town Manager informed members that Flintshire County Council have promised a review of the car parking charges/times in 6 months time and the Town Manager advised members that evidence should be gathered during this period for County members to take forward.

7.30pm The Town Manager left the meeting 
20.
ONE VOICE WALES AGM – MOTIONS FOR 2018

Members considered the previously circulated correspondence from One Voice Wales requesting a maximum of two motions for the 2018 Annual General Meeting.  Motions must be of a national issue or problem and each motion must be accompanied by a short explanatory note.
Councillor Bithell put forward a motion for One Voice Wales to review TAN1 and calls upon Welsh Government to abandon it altogether.  It has seriously undermined the Development Plan led planning process in Wales.  It has placed local planning authorities and whole communities at the mercy of unscrupulous developers who have taken full advantage of the opportunity to secure development by appeal and often without undergoing the usual due process at the local level.  This has resulted in residential development occurring which  is counter to the perceived need for sustainable development and cohesive communities in accordance with the Well-being and Future Generations Act and thereby has caused considerable damage to many communities.
Members supported Councillor Bithell’s motion to be put forward.
Resolved:  It was resolved to support Councillor Bithell’s motion for the One Voice Wales Annual General Meeting  
21.
TOWN COUNCIL INSURANCE 

Members considered the previously circulated proposals for the renewal of the town council insurance.   Following discussion members approved BHIB be appointed as the Town Council insurance company.
Resolved:  It was resolved to approve BHIB as the Town Council’s insurance company 2018/2019.

22.
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES
Members considered the previously circulated proposals for the appointment of a consultant to review the public conveniences provision in Mold.  Following discussion members approved DANFO to be appointed as the consultant to carry out work identified in the previously circulated report free of charge with no obligations of the Town Council.
Resolved:  It was resolved to approve DANFO to be appointed as the consultant to carry out the review of the public conveniences.
23.
NOTION OF MOTION

23.1 Councillor Tim Maunders – that the Town Council support proposal to take over the Santa Float from Mold Rotary Club

Councillor Maunders informed members he has had discussions with the Rotary Club regarding the potential of Mold Town Council taking over the annual Santa’s Float, to include taking the float around the housing estates to visit children.  The float was currently in excellent condition.  

Members supported the motion in principle and asked Councillor Maunders to put forward costings, to include storage costs and costs for insurance of the float and driver/vehicle, for further consideration.
23.2 Councillor Tim Maunders – that the Town Council agree to lobby Flintshire County Council to re consider the contract with Kingdom Services who provide litter enforcement services for the County Council.

Councillor Maunders informed members he was receiving daily complaints from residents regarding Kingdom and the tactics they are using to fine people for littering.  

Councillor Matthias said that he believes Kingdom were in breach of section 87 of the Environmental Act, with regards to concealing themselves/hiding from members of the public.  He also said that it is not an offence to drop litter, but an offence to walk away from litter and that Kingdom where not giving members of the public the opportunity to pick up litter, they were also fining individuals for accidental littering and he believed vulnerable members of the community where being specifically targeted.

Councillor Taylor commented that the town was noticeable cleaner but suggested that there needs to be more in house education at Flintshire level and a different approach to the enforcement needed to be considered as it is not a 9-5 job.  Councillor Taylor supported Councillor Matthias comments that the issue is not about issuing fines but with the way Kingdom carry out their enforcement.
Councillor Grew supported the motion and said the problem with Kingdom was not just with Mold but all over Flintshire and needed to be addressed.

The Town Clerk advised members that the Kingdom contract was being discussed at Flintshire Scrutiny meeting on the 12th June and requested members put together evidence of issues and concerns for Councillor Bateman to take forward on behalf of Mold Town Council.
23.3  Councillor Bryan Grew - that the Town Council support the idea to investigate the possibility of installing public water drinking fountains in the town.

Councillor Grew asked members to consider the request of installing public water fountains which would help reduce plastic waste in the town as drinking bottles could be refilled at the public fountains.  The cost of a fountain would be approximately £250.00, plus extra for installation.

Councillor Bithell expressed concern regarding hygiene of the fountains, the Town Clerk confirmed this would form part of the investigation.  Members supported the motion to investigate the possibility of installing public water drinking fountains in the town.

                      Resolved:  It was resolved:

a)  That Members supported the motion in principle and for Councillor Maunders to put forward costings for further consideration. 
b)   That Members supported the motion and it was agreed that members would put forward evidence of issues and concerns for Councillor Bateman to take forward on behalf of Mold Town Council at Flintshire Scrutiny meeting.
c)  That Members supported the motion to investigate the possibility of installing public water drinking fountains in the town.
24.
NOTIFICTION OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

Members considered the previously circulated information regarding upcoming events.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information.

25.
NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 
26.
MEETINGS ATTENDED

Members considered the previously circulated report from Councillor Mearns regarding the Bailey Hill HLF application and Wild About Mold
26.1 Bailey Hill HLF application  - Councillor Mearns informed members that there had been two visits from HLF representatives.  If the HLF application is not successful in June, it may effect two other, time sensitive grants which are being used to match fund.  The TAIS tourism award grant and the EU Leader funding.26.2 Wild About Mold (WAM) - Councillor Mearns informed members a decision is required by 31st May on the following:-

· Whether Mold Town Council supports the WAM project and if so,  identifies areas in Mold for improvement.

· For Mold Town Council to have a representative on the WAM project steering group

· That the Mold Town Council representative liaises with neighbouring towns and community councils within the project area.

Members voted to support the WAM project and nominated Councillor Mearns to represent Mold Town Council and to liaise with neighbouring towns and community councils.

Resolved:  It was resolved to:-


a) Note the information about the Bailey Hill HLF. 


b)  Members voted to support the WAM project and nominated     Councillor Mearns to represent Mold Town Council and to liaise with neighbouring towns and community councils.

27.
 
  

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS




     Resolved: The Press and public left the meeting at 8.30pm

28. 
COUNCILLOR VACANCY

The Clerk informed members of the process of filling the two councillor vacancies, one on the South Ward and one on the West Ward.

  Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information.

29.
ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedules previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 

Resolved: It was resolved that the schedules of payments be approved.
The Meeting ended at 8.40pm
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