MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 28th June 2017.

PRESENT: 

Councillors:, Bob Gaffey (Mayor), Karen Hodgkinson (Deputy Mayor), Chris Bithell,  Andrea Mearns, Sarah Taylor,  Yvon Jones, Haydn Bateman, Anthony Parry and Tim Maunders, Geoff Matthias, Geoff Collett, Gareth Williams with the Clerk and Finance Officer and Town Manager. 

Also Present: Inspector Darren Whibberley, Sergeant Katie Newby and PCSO Amy Hughes from North Wales Police, Mark Middleton, Claire Parry and Anthony Stamford from Flintshire County Council.
29. 
APOLOGIES: Councillors Bryan Grew, Teresa Nickson, Brian Lloyd, Robin Guest and the Support Officer.  
    
ABSENT: None
30.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest expressed.
31.





NORTH WALES POLICE
The Mayor welcomed Inspector Whibberley, Sergeant Newby and PCSO Hughes and invited the Inspector to speak.  Inspector Whibberley introduced himself as the new temporary Inspector whilst Inspector Bowcott is secondment.  Inspector Whibberley brought members up to date on the current drug related issues and crimes in the town.  He advised that there is currently a national problem where dealers from big cities are targeting smaller towns such as Mold.  After briefing members on the current work in the town to address the problems the Inspector sought support and help from members should they have concerns for any vulnerable members of the community to contact Sergeant Newby in the first instance.   

Sergeant Newby provided some additional information on current activities and explained how the recent bombing in Manchester had impacted on resources.  

Councillor Bithell welcomed the current work the Police are undertaking in tackling the drug issues in the town, but expressed concern for the community who had appeared to have lost faith with members as well as the Police when they have reported issues with apparently no action.  In response Inspector Whibberley advised that the Police do not have all the answers and it will also require the assistance of Health to address the drug issues.  He also advised that the Police could not report back to residents on actions taken due to the security of operations.  

The Town Manager added how Flintshire Against Business Crime take up  had been very positive adding that the numbers of retail crime were predominantly driven by drug related issues.

Councillor Mearns asked how members should get in touch should they have concerns.  The Inspector advised that members could get in touch with Sergeant Newby directly and suggested that the Police could have a regular attendance to council meetings on a quarterly basis to provide updates.

Councillor Sarah Taylor arrived at 6.30pm
Following a concern about the number of PCSO’s covering Mold Inspector Newby advised that there was currently one for the town PCSO Amy Hughes.

Resolved: It was resolved to note the information and invite NWP to regular quarterly meetings of the Town Council.

32.




SAFER ROUTES IN THE COMMUNITY – YSGOL BRYN COCH

Anthony Stamford from Flintshire County Council provided some background to the funding criteria for the grant which had been awarded for the scheme at Ysgol Bryn Coch under the Safer Routes in the Community bid from Welsh Government.
Anthony advised members that the County Council had developed three options for introducing a safer route around Ysgol Bryn Coch.  The first option included the introduction of a mandatory 20mph zone around Gas Lane, Alexander Road, Victoria Road and Grosvenor Road, a one way system down Alexander Road onto Victoria Road, half moon build outs on Victoria Road creating a meandering effect and assisting pedestrians.  Zebra crossings on Victoria Road and Alexander Road to link Ffordd Pentre and Gas Lane.  A footway upgrade on Gas Lane, designated short stay parking on Victoria road and relocating the zebra crossing at Glanrafon.
The second option being the same as option one but with the cycle route being two way, but this would result in the short stay parking being removed.  Following a debate members agreed the second option was not something they could support.  
The third option would result in removal of the one way system with waiting restrictions on Alexander Road and Victoria Road.  But it would not be possible to have a duel cycle/footway.  

Following concerns over the proposed one way system the County Council advised that it would be possible to trial the one way system in both directions for a two week period.

Resolved: It was resolved to:

a) support option one of the proposals subject to trialling the one way system in both directions.

b) Assist Flintshire County Council with the two consultation events which would be held on Wednesday 12th July and 19th July, one in the evening and one in the afternoon.
33.
MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor gave members a brief update on his appointments since the last meeting.
34.





MINUTES












Resolved:  It was resolved that: 
a) The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on held on 31st May 2017 be received and approved;
b) The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on the 5th  June 2017 be received and noted;
c) The minutes of the meeting of the Policy & Audit  Committee held on 19th May 2017 be received and approved.
35.




    
INFORMATION ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Town Council 31st May 2017
Minute 20 – Councillor Bithell thanked the Clerk and Town Manager for addressing the issues with the tourist information points at Love Lane car park, which were now up to date.
36. 


REPORT OF THE TOWN MANAGER

Members noted the previously circulated report from the Town Manager. 

The Town Manager informed members of the new initiative being carried out in conjunction with North Wales News (NWN).  “Independence Day” will focus on independent retailers in the town  with a wrap around the local newspaper containing adverts promoting independent retailers.  The Town Manager advised that all the adverts had been sold with 27,000 copies being produced.
The Town Manager informed members of an environmental project being carried out by Ysgol Maes Garmon and Councillor Haydn Bateman on Tuesday next week.  The raised flower beds outside the Co-op and on New Street car park will be planted by the students from 9.30am.  

The Town Guide previously discussed has now been completed and copies were shared around the meeting for members to see.  The Town Manager advised that this is the first year of publishing and whilst he was very pleased with the guide there were areas that could be improved upon.  He would ideally like the guide to be published in April each year and the print could have been larger.  He advised that funding of £1,000 had also been provided by Flintshire County Council to assist in production of the guide. 

The Town Manager reminded members that the Carnival would be taking place on Sunday 9th July and sought volunteers to assist with the day.

Councillor Bateman advised that the new canopy on the Daniel Owen Square is now blocking the CCTV.  The Town Manager confirmed that he was aware of this issue and options are being considered to address this.
Councillor Bithell spoke about the parking policy review for some other county towns stating he had been advised that Mold was not included due to the review of service deliveries being carried out between the Town Council and the County Council.  The Town Manager suggested that reviewing on street parking in the town would not impact on this at all.  Councillor Bithell suggested in that case that the Community Development and Regeneration Committee  (CDR) should review its position relating to on-street parking before contacting the County Council.

Councillor Mearns sought confirmation that the Christmas Fayre would be going ahead this year.  The Town Manager advised that all those involved were keen for it to happen and work was currently underway to ensure it happened.

Resolved: It was resolved to note the report and for the CDR Committee to review the Town Council’s position relating to on-street parking.

The Town Manager left the meeting at 8.00pm

37. 

POLICY & AUDIT COMMITTEE
The Council considered the report and recommendations from the meeting of the Policy and Audit Committee held on 14TH June 2017 relating to the report of the Internal Auditor, the Annual Return and additional governance assertions with supporting information for 2016/17.

Members noted that the Annual Return is supplemented by additional questions in the Annual Governance Statement to test the assertions.  The complete set of papers, annual return and additional questions form the whole of the information given to BDO LLP for the external audit.  

Within the report from the Internal Auditor, observations were made relating to an admin error on the annual return, some payments that had not been approved including petty cash payments, an accrual of £10,000 for play equipment that should be in earmarked reserves and a fixed assets increase for the stairlift.   The Clerk advised that she had already made the required amendments relating to the £10,000 accruals and fixed assets, and that the approval for the missed payments were on the agenda for consideration and approval.

Members also considered the draft Volunteer Registration form which had been referred back to Full Council by the Policy & Audit Committee.  Following a brief discussion on the need for Criminal Convictions disclosure Councillor Mearns suggested seeking advice from Flintshire Local Voluntary Council (FLVC).

Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) The report of the Internal Auditor be received and approved.

b) The draft annual return and additional questions to test assertions be 
received and approved and the Mayor to sign.

c) The observations of the Internal Auditor be received and approved.

d) It was approved for the Internal Auditor, JDH Business Services be re 
appointed for 2017/18.
e) The Clerk would seek advice from FLVC on a suitable Volunteer 
Registration form.

.
38. 


ONE VOICE WALES AGM – MOTIONS 2017
Members considered a request from Penarth Town Council to second a motion proposed by them for the One Voice Wales (OVW) Annual General Meeting.  As there were no proposed motions from Mold it was agreed to second Penarth Town Councils motion which related to a request to Welsh Government for increased resources for Town and Community Councils across Wales for the programme of enhanced service delivery outlined in the White Paper, Reforming Local Government: Resilient and Renewed.  
Resolved: It was resolved to support and second Penarth Town Councils Notice of Motion during the OVW’s AGM.
39. 



FLEXIBLE RETIREMENT POLICY
Members considered the previously circulated report and proposals for the introduction of a Flexible Retirement Policy.  The Clerk advised members that amendments had been made to Flintshire County Council’s Policy to suite the Town Council’s requirements.  
Resolved: It was resolved that the Town Council approve the 

adoption of the revised Flexible Retirement 

Policy.
40.






MOLD TOWN COUNCIL - ANNUAL REPORT





Members considered the previously circulated draft Annual Report.  The Clerk advised that she had changed the format this year and many of the activities covered cross cutting themes of the Well Being and Future Generations Act.

Members highlighted a number of recommended amendments and agreed to approve the Annual Report subject to the amendments provided.

Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the Annual Report subject to the agreed amendments. 
41. 




COUNCIL COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 2017/18


Resolved:  It was resolved to make the following amendments:
41.1 Cemetery Committee - full delegated powers - six members - Councillors 
Chris Bithell (Chair), Geoff Matthias, Andrea Mearns, Tim Maunders, Yvon Jones and Gareth Williams who will replace Teresa Nickson.
41.2 Community, Development & Regeneration Committee - full delegated 
powers - six members – Councillors  Andrea Mearns,   Robin Guest, Chris Bithell, Teresa Nickson, Geoff Collett, Yvon Jones and Anthony Parry who will replace Councillor Geoff Matthias as a member and Chair.

42.




CONSULTATION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A DOG CONTROL PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER (PSPO) IN FLINTSHIRE

Members considered the previously circulated questionnaire from Flintshire County Council relating to the PSPO, and guided the Town Clerk on the responses.  It was also agreed that an additional comment be noted on the questionnaire that the Town Council would seek FCC to consider a full ban on dogs off leads in public places.
Resolved:  It was resolved that the Clerk complete and submit the survey monkey questionnaire as directed.

43. 

NOTICE OF MOTION

Councillor Andrea Mearns spoke to her motion seeking support from members to open up discussions with the uniformed services, British Legion and Reverend Kevin Horswell to consider Remembrance Sunday arrangements, particularly during the laying of wreaths at the War Memorial, Bailey Hill.  Members supported Councillor Mearns request.

Resolved:  It was resolved support Councillor Mearns request.

44.



 NOTIFICATION OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Members noted the previously circulated information regarding upcoming events: 

45. 


NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISION


Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 
46. 
MEETINGS ATTENDED

Members considered the previously circulated report from Councillor Andrea Mearns providing an update on progress with the Bailey Hill Heritage Lottery fund.  Councillor Mearns suggested that members should now be considering the position of the Town Council and how it intends to support the work.  Councillor Mearns suggested a special meeting of the Town Council to allow full consideration.
             Resolved:  It was resolved that a special meeting of the Town Council be 



















arranged for July 2017.
47. 


ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedules previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 

Resolved: It was resolved that the schedules of payments be approved.
The Meeting ended at 9.05pm
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