MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Mold on Wednesday 17th July 2013.

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Robin Guest (Mayor), Haydn Bateman, Richard Brookes, Ray Dodd, Bob Gaffey, Bryan Grew, Carol Heycocks, Brian Lloyd, Andrea Mearns, Anthony Parry, Phil Thomas and Gareth Williams with the Clerk and Finance Officer and Town Centre Manager.

ALSO PRESENT:  Salli Edwards, Chief Executive Flintshire CAB and one member of the press.
APOLOGIES:  Councillors Chris Bithell, Geoff Collett, Geoff Darkins, and Geoff Matthias.
49.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Robin Guest (Mayor) declared an interest in Agenda Item 7.10 Correspondence, relating to the planning application for a residential development at Bryn Gwalia Bowling Green.
50.
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU CHIEF EXECUTIVE
The Mayor welcomed Salli Edwards, Chief Executive of Flintshire Citizens Advice Bureau and invited her to speak to her presentation.  Ms Edwards thanked the Council for the invitation to attend the meeting and advised members that a new newsletter for Councillors in Flintshire had been developed and once it was available copies would be sent to the Council.  

Ms Edwards spoke to her presentation which included how the organisation would adapt and change in the constrained financial environment they were now in, but ensure that those in need received the services they required.  

Councillor Richard Brookes arrived at 6.45pm.

Councillor Bob Gaffey asked if there was a link between Shelter Cymru and the CAB.  Ms Edwards advised that Flintshire CAB do work closely with Shelter as the CAB does not have the specialist knowledge relating to housing, and that Shelter work from the Deeside office on a Tuesday.  Following questions relating to funding Ms Edwards advised that Flintshire CAB had lost £137,000 in the last year; however they had also secured £60,000 for this year and next year for general advice through a Communities First bid.

The Mayor asked how the new triage service would work with the email system.  Ms Edwards advised that proforma's were being developed, but the email service was still in a pilot stage.  The Mayor also asked how the Town Council could assist the CAB.  Ms Edwards asked that the Town Council help to maintain the profile and promote the service.
51.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
	


The Mayor advised that as it had only been three weeks since the last meeting and he had been away for the last two weeks he had nothing to update members on.
52.  
MINUTES
.
Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 26th June 2013 be received and approved;
53.
INFORMATION ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
53.1 Minute 30 Streetscene Coordinator – Councillor Bryan Grew asked if a response had been received from the Streetscene Coordinator on the procedure for prosecuting people who fly tip.  The Clerk advised that she had not received any further information to date.
53.2 Minute 30 Streetscene Coordinator– Councillor Andrea Mearns advised that she was unable to obtain any further information relating to the Keep Wales Tidy event in conjunction with McDonald’s.
53.3 Minute 34.10 Correspondence – Councillor Andrea Mearns advised that the Clerk had been unable to obtain electronic copies of the consultation document from Flintshire County Council relating to the Linked Flintshire Communities cycle route through the RDP for Wales 2007-13.  Councillor Phil Thomas requested a paper copy.
53.4 Minute 36 Spunhill – Councillor Bob Gaffey asked if there was an update on the planning application for Spunhill.  The Clerk advised that the application had been considered under delegated power, and approval given, but had no further information.  It was suggested by the Mayor that the Clerk make further enquiries with Mr Howard White as to whether the Town Council can be of any further assistance.
53.5 Minute 48 Bailey Hill Lodge – Councillor Andrea Mearns asked if there was an update on the progress with Bailey Hill Lodge.  The Clerk advised that the Town Council were now in possession of a set of keys and one viewing had taken place.  A couple of concerns had been raised with Flintshire County Council including tidying around the outside of the property and removal of the boards to the window and door of the shed.  The Mayor agreed to speak with the Legal Department at the County to seek an update on the progress of the Lease between Flintshire and the Town Hall.
54.
CORRESPONDENCE

The following items of correspondence, including seven additional items, were considered: 
54.1 The Council noted the correspondence has been received from Sandy Mewies AM providing a copy of a statement made by Edwina Hart AM on the new Tourism Strategy.

.
54.2 The Council noted the correspondence received from Sandy Mewies AM advising of an announcement made by the Welsh Government and the Treasury confirming that the remaining 11 Welsh Local Authorities who have retained their housing stock will be able to exit from the Housing Revenue Account Subsidy (HRAS) system.

54.3 The Council noted the correspondence received from Gareth Owens, Head of Legal and Democratic Services advising of changes to the Ombudsman’s Guidance on the Code of Conduct.  It was agreed that the link would be forwarded to all members.
54.4 The Council noted the correspondence received from the Head of Assets and Transportation at Flintshire County Council relating to improved highway signs for Mold Community Hospital, and confirming that the matter is being progressed with Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board
54.5 The Council considered the correspondence received from Flintshire County Council confirming the arrangements for the Summer Playscheme Programme 2013.  Councillor Andrea Mearns advised that as the Bubblegum club did not start on 1 April 2013 there were three weeks available.  It had been agreed that this would supplement the loss of the two weeks Summer Playscheme at Parkfields.

54.6 The Council noted the correspondence received from David Hanson MP, and Sandy Mewies AM, providing a Ministerial statement relating to Flood Insurance and a statement by Alun Davies AM, Minister for Natural Resources.

54.7 The Council considered the information obtained by Councillor Andrea Mearns at a recent training event by the Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens on behalf of One Voice Wales.  Following a request from Councillor Mearns it was agreed that the Town Council would include for consideration on its next agenda the possibility of developing community gardens/allotments in the town.

54.8 The Council considered the correspondence received from Keep Wales Tidy, providing information on the Yellow Fish Campaign which will take place throughout July 2013.   The campaign is to raise awareness highlighting the damage caused by pouring oils, paints, solvents etc. down highway gullies or surface drains.  It was agreed that the Clerk would forward further information to all members.
54.9 The Council noted that a copy of the CCTV statistics for the period January – June 2013 has been received and is available at the Town Hall office for Members to view.
54.10 The Council considered the correspondence received from the Planning Department at Flintshire County Council advising of two Planning Applications that have been referred to the Planning & Development Control Committee for consideration on 24 July 2013.  The applications relate to a residential development at Bryn Gwalia Bowling Green, and a retail unit at Mold Ambulance Station.  Anyone wishing to speak at the Committee should register with the Planning Department prior to 12.00pm on the Monday preceding the Committee.  The Mayor declared an interest in the development at Bryn Gwalia Bowling Green and left the room.  The Deputy Mayor took to the Chair in his absence.  There was concern that the Town Council’s objections to the development at Bryn Gwalia Bowling Green had not been considered.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Planning Department to ensure the Council’s objections were lodged.
The Mayor returned to the Chair following the discussion.
.

Resolved:  It was resolved that the actions set out above be approved.

55. 
REPORT OF THE TOWN CENTRE MANAGER
The Town Centre Manager presented a verbal report to the Council.

The Town Centre Manager advised that the current Town Newsletter had been printed which also contained a list of all the upcoming events in the Town.  The Town Centre Manager thanked members who had assisted in the Carnival the previous weekend and advised that there had been an estimated 5,000 people at the Carnival.  The Town Centre Manager suggested that a thank you letter be sent to Helen Perry and Julie Barber to thank them for all the work they had put in to ensure the event was a success.  
The Town Centre Manager spoke of the recent press release on the Daniel Owen Square development and the suggested lack of consultation with Traders.  He advised that he had responded to the press release on behalf of the Town Council and had also spoken with Traders who had informed him that they believed the development would result in fewer spaces for market traders, which is not the case.  The Town Centre Manager also advised that there was some concern from the Mold Town Partnership over the robustness of the Project Management, and a meeting had been arranged with the Regeneration Department next week.

The Town Centre Manager advised that the High Street would be closed over the weekend for resurfacing works.
The Town Centre Manager informed members that the Mold Town Partnership had agreed to participate in the development of a Community Plan.

The Town Centre Manager advised members of the work carried out by students from Ysgol Maes Garmon on environmental works at New Street Car Park.
Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 

56.
CAR PARK CHARGING
The Town Centre Manager spoke to the previously circulated report on options for the future of car parking charges in the Town.  The Mayor thanked the Town Centre Manager and the former Town Clerk for the work they had undertaken with Flintshire County Council in arriving at the options now available to the Town Council.
Before consideration was given to the five options available the Town Council confirmed through a vote that it still supported the retaining of car parking charges in the Town.

Following this a debate ensued on the options available with a number of proposals put for consideration.  After being put to the vote the proposal confirmed as the option that would be recommended to Flintshire County Council was option 4 – to increase charges to 20p, 40p, 60p up to 3 hours and £1 all day except Love Lane which would be 50p.

Resolved:  It was resolved that 
a) The Town Council support the retention of Car Park Charges in Mold;
b) The Town Council recommend the adoption of option 4 to Flintshire County Council, as detailed above;

c) Councillors Robin Guest (Mayor) and Gareth Williams represent the Town Council on the monitoring group with Councillor Bryan Grew as a reserve.
57. 
ACCOUNTS 2013/14 – QUARTERLY REVIEW
The Council considered the previously circulated report including the bank reconciliation, petty cash, income and the expenditure schedules that detail all amounts and invoices paid up to 30th June 2013.

Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the report
58. 
REVIEW OF THE REVISED CONTRACTS OF EMPLOYMENT AND OTHER ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS
The Council considered the previously circulated report from the Personnel Committee containing recommendations for amendments and adoption.
Resolved:  It was resolved that:
a) The Town Council approve the adoption of the revised Statement of Particulars together with the Employee Handbook and associated Policies and Procedures following the amendments recommended by the Personnel Committee.

59.  
REVIEW OF ASSOCIATED COSTS FOR DESPATCHING OF COUNCIL PAPERS.

The Council considered the previously circulated report.  Following a debate and concerns raised on the proposal it was agreed to trial the electronic despatching of Council Papers for a period of six months, with the first three months being committees and sub-groups and the second three months the sending of Town Council meeting papers electronically.  It was also agreed that if any member did not have access to an email account they would continue to receive their papers in the post.

Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) For a trial period of six months the Clerk would despatch Council papers electronically, the first three months would be for committees and sub groups only, and the second three months to include Town Council Papers.

b) That any member who does not have email access will continue to receive papers through the post.
Councillor Gareth Williams left the meeting at 9.30pm

60. 
NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 
Councillor Richard Brookes left the meeting at 9.35pm
61. 
MEETINGS ATTENDED

61.1 Councillor Andrea Mearns advised that she had attended the One Voice Wales (OVW) Larger Councils Conference and had spoken with Peter Davies, Sustainable Development Officer for Wales who had offered to come to Mold.
61.2 Councillor Andrea Mearns advised that she had attended the North Wales Food and Hospitality event at Northop on 16 July, where Cittaslow was mentioned.  She advised that Glyndwr University were now looking after the land at Northop campus and were looking at local food.
61.3 Councillor Andrea Mearns advised that Sheila Wilson of the Little Fishes group was resigning, and a replacement was needed.
61.4 Councillor Andrea Mearns advised that Parkfields were considering the use of Social Media and asked if they could use the Town Council policy as part of their considerations.
.

61.5 Councillor Bryan Grew advised that he had also attended the OVW Larger Councils Conference the presentations given should now be on the website to view.  Councillor Grew also sought a member volunteer to attend the OVW area committee the following week in the absence of Councillor Richard Brookes.  Councillor Bob Gaffey Volunteered.
61.6 Councillor Bob Gaffey advised that they were seeking sponsorship for the marketing campaign for the Daniel Owen Festival.

61.7 Councillor Phil Thomas advised that he was continuing with the grass land research with the Wildlife Trust.

61.8 Councillor Anthony Parry advised that he was continuing with the fund raising for the Mold Community Hospital, with the next event being the Ken Dodd show at Clwyd Theatre Cymru.

61. 
ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedule previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 

Resolved: It was resolved that the schedule of payments be approved.

The Meeting ended at 9.45pm
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