MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Mold on Wednesday 25th June 2014.

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Carol Heycocks (Mayor), Robin Guest, Geoff Collett,  Ray Dodd, Bryan Grew, Brian Lloyd,  Andrea Mearns, Phil Thomas, Geoff Matthias, Haydn Bateman, Richard Brookes, Bob Gaffey and Gareth Williams with the Clerk and Finance Officer, Town Centre Manager and Support Officer.
ALSO PRESENT: David Shiel from the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), Kerry Lloyd from Cadwyn Clwyd, Neighborhood Policing Sergeant Mathew Mitchell, PSCO’s John Knowles and Chey Arrowsmith, Catherine Davies from Flintshire Foodbank and two members of the press.
APOLOGIES: Councillors: Anthony Parry and Chris Bithell
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: It was also reported that Councillor Geoff Darkins had sadly passed away the previous week, council held one minute silence as mark of respect.

28.
SID MATTHEWS COMMUNITY AWARDS 2014
The  retiring  Mayor  presented  the  Sid  Matthews'  Community  Awards   

for  "Outstanding  Voluntary service  by a Local Organisation to Flintshire Foodbank. 
Catherine Davies from Flintshire Foodbank left the meeting 6.45pm.
29.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Andrea Mearns expressed an interest in Agenda item 11 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.
30.
PCSO's
Matthew Mitchell, Neighbourhood Policing Sergeant  thanked Council for the invitation and informed members North Wales Police would like to work with Councillors to identify how best to deploy Community support officers (CSO) in their wards. An amount of protected time will be afforded to each ward and Councillors to have a direct say in how they would like the CSO’s to be deployed.

The aims of the initiative are:- 
· To increase information and Intelligence sharing.

· To quickly identify emerging issues to tackle in partnership.

· To enhance the relationship between local councils and the police.

The priorities will be set at the beginning of each quarter in agreement between the Council and the Neighbourhood Policing Sergeant and reviewed at the end of each quarter.
The tasking must focus around the priorities set by North Wales Police to ensure they are aligned to the powers vested to PCSO’s.

· Reduce crime and ASB that impacts on our communities.

· Provide a quality of service that delivers confidence within our communities.

· Protect people and reduce harm.

Members raised a number of questions.
Councillor Geoff Collett suggested Flintshire County Council is contacted and asked to repair the MIC1 camera at Elm Drive which has not been in use for several months.
Crime statistics were provided to Council by Sergeant Mitchell in answer to questions, a positive message was received that Mold is a safe place to work and live, with crime rate having reduced by 20% from last year.

In relation to questions regarding CCTV, PSCO Chey Arrowsmith and PSCO John Knowles suggested live feed CCTV should be allocated in crime hotspots such as Maes Bodlonfa Park, Elm Drive shops and also extended to the roads leading out of the town not currently covered by CCTV:- King Street, Chester Road, Ruthin Road and Wrexham Road.
Councillors asked Sergeant Mitchell, PSCO Arrowsmith and PSCO Knowles if they would provide Council with an update in 3 months time, which they agreed to do. 

The Mayor thanked Sergeant Mitchell, PSCO Arrowsmith and PSCO Knowles once again for attending.

Sergeant Mitchell, PSCO Arrowsmith and PSCO Knowles left the meeting at 7.10pm
31. DAVID SHIEL
David Shiel from the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and Kerry Lloyd from Cadwyn Clwyd discussed with Councillors ideas on how to promote Mold as one of the Gateways to the Clwydian Range.
David Shiel informed Council, Loggerheads Country Park received over two hundred thousand visitors per year and they were looking for suggestions on how they can incorporate Mold and surrounding areas within these visits.
David Shiel suggested the Town Council website link from AONB website and vice versa.

Members raised a number of questions and provided a number of suggestions for further discussion.

Councillor Gareth Williams suggested a joint calendar of events.
Councillor Bryan Grew asked if there were plans to improve congestion and extend the parking at Loggerheads.  David Sheil confirmed parking would be extended and due for completion summer 2015 and would allow for an extra 70 spaces.

Councillor Phil Thomas suggested improvement in travel links from the town to Loggerheads park and the introduction of season tickets for passengers. David Sheil informed Council that discussions with transport providers was underway.

Councillor Andrea Mearns suggested the ideas could be discussed further at the Tourism Committee meeting.
The Mayor thanked David Sheil and Kerry Lloyd once again for attending.

David Sheil and Kerry Lloyd left the meeting at 7.30pm
32. 
MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor advised she has had a busy and interesting few weeks:-

	21/05/2014
	Mold’s Got Talent, first audition

	22/05/2014
	Cancer Research lunch at St Mary’s church Mold

	22/05/2014
	SSAFA Clwyd AGM, TA Centre, Marine Road, Prestatyn LL19 7HA

	23/05/2014
	Bryn Gwalia school planting outside Co-op

	29/05/2014
	Interviews for new caretaker

	30/05/2014
	Opening of Mold Rugby Club Real Ale Festival

	01/06/2014
	Buckley Mayor, Councillor Ian Peters Civic Service, St Matthews Church, Buckley

	01/06/2014
	Bethesda Chapel 100 year celebrations

	02/06/2014
	Cemetery meeting

	02/06/2014
	Planning meeting

	05/06/2014
	Go Yellow Launch (garden party), Nightingale House Hospice, Wrexham

	09/06/2014
	Dementia Training - to be at friend at Town Hall

	09/06/2014
	Parkfields AGM

	10/06/2014
	Financial Assitance meeting

	12/06/2014
	Community Forum meeting in Flint with Councillor B Grew

	16/06/2014
	Interviews for new caretaker

	17/06/2014
	Cemetery meeting

	18/06/2014
	Judging on Mold’s Got Talent, second audition

	21/06/2014
	Maes Garmon, 1st World War Exhibition at Daniel Owen Centre

	21/06/2014
	Armed Forces Day Parade in Wrexham Town Centre

	22/06/2014
	Chair of Connahs Quay Town Council Civic Sunday

	22/06/2014
	Bailey Hill Festival

	25/06/2014
	Flower Festival Opening, St Davids Hall  10am


The Mayor announced that Councillor Geoff Darkins funeral will take place Friday 4th July at 10.45am at Ebenezer Baptist Church and refreshments after the funeral at Ebenezer. 
In response to the announcement regarding Councillor Darkins, Councillor Bryan Grew praised Councillor Darkins service and commitment to the town and his ward.
33.
MINUTES

Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 28th May  2014 be received and approved.
b) The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 2nd June 2014 be received and noted.
c) The minutes of the meeting of the Cemetery Committee held on 2nd June 2014   be received and noted.

34.
INFORMATION ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Council Meeting 28th May 2014

34.1 minute 7.1 item 16.3 Information Arising – Councillor Robin Guest informed the Council following a meeting of County Council information had been provided that Flintshire Connects was to open at Buckley shortly but there were no plans to open a Flintshire Connects in Mold for the foreseeable future as County Hall is within the town.
34.2 minute 7.1 item 24.2 Councillor Andrea Mearns confirmed application for funding for Bailey Hill restoration ground works, had been successful.
34.3 Minute 7.1 item 27 Councillor Andrea Mearns advised that Mold Business Forum had received information from Niall Waller, Economic Development Manager at Flintshire County Council that the Town Plan would be ready for community consultation to take place later in the Autumn of this year.  The Town Clerk advised that she would be meeting with Niall Waller and Andy Roberts to discuss this on 2nd July and would provide an update to the Council.
Cemetery Committee Meeting 2nd June 2014
34.3 Minute 6 Cemetery Extension - Councillor Andrea Mearns suggested that  the area for cremated remains could go against the back wall at the cemetery. The Town Clerk advised she was meeting with Andy Percival from Harrison Landscape Architects to discuss further.
35.
REPORT OF TOWN CENTRE MANAGER
The Town Centre Manager presented a verbal report to the Council.

The Town Centre Manager informed the Council that the Daniel Owen consultation with retailers and market traders had taken place on Wednesday 25th June, where plans of the new development were shown.  Work will commence on 28th July and is due for completion by 18th November.  A follow up meeting will be scheduled, with a date to be confirmed to Council.  

The Town Centre Manager informed members that the growth of weeds in the town had been addressed with Flintshire County Council.  Flintshire County Council apologised for the delay which had been due to their contractors being delayed.  

The Town Centre Manager asked for volunteers from members to help out with Maes Garmon Community Project which was taking place on 30th June and will involve planting flower beds and areas around the town.
The Town Centre Manager informed members that the visitor survey was now active on line and Towns Alive had been carrying our surveys in the town with the general public on 24th and 25th June.  Deadline for completion of the on line surveys is 14th July and results of the survey are expected to be received week ending 20th July.   The Town Centre Manger also advised that Flintshire County Council have confirmed they are carrying out their own independent survey regarding parking in Mold.

The Town Centre Manager informed members that the Blues & Soul Festival website was now live on-line for ticket sales and information.  Volunteers helping at the event would receive two complimentary tickets and will be provided food and drink during their volunteering hours.

Councillor Carol Heycocks informed council that the computer shop was due to close. The Town Centre Manager confirmed the shop was not closing but looking at relocating  within the town for better parking facilities for customers.

Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the report.  
The Town Centre Manager left at 8.10pm
36. 
NEW LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSION SCHEME (LGPS) 2014
The Council considered the previously circulated report prepared by The Town Clerk advising members of the main changes to the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) regulations for 2014.

Councillor Andrea Mearns suggested the wording under section 2.2 mirrors the wording in section 2.3 to allow the Town Council to use its discretion with regards to former employees.  All members were in agreement.
Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the report subject to amendments made relating  2.2 and 2.3 within the policy.
37. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
The Council considered the report detailing the applications and recommendations of the Panel for financial assistance.  
Resolved: It was resolved to approve the report.
38. COMMUNITY REVIEW
Members considered the correspondence received from Peter Evans Democracy & Governance Manager at Flintshire County Council providing a copy of the public notice to be placed in the local press on 12th June relating to the final proposals of the Community Review. (Attached)

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the correspondence.
39. FUTURE CCTV PROVISION
The Council considered the previously circulated report on the issues of the existing CCTV service and requirements for  the future and Council was asked to give permission for the Town Clerk to continue working with Cheryl Burrows, the CCTV Manager at Flintshire County Council  to review the existing provision and future requirements for the town. The Town Clerk informed members there was currently no depreciation fund within Flintshire County Council to replace existing cameras.

Councillor Geoff Collett asked whether money from parking meters could be used to fund replacement of cameras.  Councillor Gareth Williams asked about long term provisions regarding funding of CCTV.  Councillor Brian Lloyd mentioned there was no CCTV coverage at local hot spots such as Alyn Meadow.  The Town Clerk advised that she would share these comments with Flintshire when reviewing the provision.
Resolved: It was resolved that:
a)   The members noted the report; 
b)  It was approved for the Town Clerk to carry out the review of the current service provision.
40. THE USE OF TWITTER
The Council considered the previously circulated report on proposals for Mold Town Council to have a twitter account.

Resolved: It was resolved to approve the set up a twitter account for Mold Town Council.
41.
NOTIFICATIONS OF PLANNING DECISIONS

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 
42. MEETINGS ATTENDED
Councillor Andrea Mearns advised members that she had attended the Parkfield AGM on 9th June and informed the Council Parkfields were looking for trustees if anyone was interested in putting themselves forward.
Councillor Geoff Collett updated members on the Daniel Owen Centre consultation, in addition the Daniel Owen Centre were also looking for trustees if anyone was interested in putting themselves forward.

Councillor Bryan Grew informed members of information received from One Voice Wales regarding the gateway sign and Cittaslow sign.  Councillor Grew also informed Council that the North Wales Once Voice Wales area meeting will be on 11th July with Lesley Griffiths AM in attendance, and is open to other councillors to attend.
Councillor Bryan Grew attended the Rural Partnership (Rural Development Plan) meeting on 24th May.  The current funding ends this year with the introduction of the new plan at the beginning of 2015.  There will be further funding for 2015 which will be managed under new methods. Consultation on general principles and priorities on implementing funding will be considered in August.

Councillor Robin Guest attended a meeting with Neil Cockerton regarding the proposed water main works in the town centre, further details on timescales will be provided by Dwr Cymru but it is proposed work to be completed before end of financial year.  The Town Clerk confirmed consultation regarding the works will be held at the Town Hall.
43. ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedule previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 

Resolved: It was resolved that the schedule of payments be approved

The Meeting ended at 8.50pm
SUMMARY OF DECLARATIONS MADE BY MEMBERS

IN ACCORDANCE WITH MOLD TOWN COUNCIL’S

CODE OF CONDUCT
	MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
	DATE:  25th June 2014


	MEMBER
	ITEM
	MINUTE NO. REFERS

	Councillor Andrea Mearns

	Agenda item 11 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE


	Minute number 37


JE/MINUTES/MTC/MTCMINS 140625
PAGE  
18

