MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Mold on Wednesday 28th May 2014.

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Carol Heycocks (Mayor), Robin Guest, Chris Bithell, Geoff Collett,  Ray Dodd, Bryan Grew, Brian Lloyd,  Andrea Mearns, Phil Thomas and Gareth Williams with the Clerk and Finance Officer, Town Centre Manager and Support Officer.
ALSO PRESENT: One member of the press (Leader).
APOLOGIES: Councillors: Geoff Matthias, Anthony Parry, Geoff Darkins, Haydn Bateman, Richard Brookes, Bob Gaffey.
13.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Geoff Collett expressed a personal interest in Agenda item 9 MATCH FUNDING - CHILDREN'S PLAY AREAS 2014/15.
14. 
MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor advised she has had a busy and interesting few weeks:-

· Mold’s Got Talent first auditions, where the people of Mold really showed they had talent.  
· Working with Dementia charity group promoting Dementia Week within the town market and also taking forward Mold as a Dementia friendly town. 
· During the week, 3 classes from Bryn Coch school visited the town hall to see the chamber and to learn about town councils.  
· On 23rd May she helped the children of Bryn Gwalia school planting the flower beds outside the Co-op. 
· Attended the Cancer Research lunch at St Mary’s church on 22nd May.  

· SSAFA AGM on 22nd May in Prestatyn.

· Will also be assisting with the interviews for the new caretaker on Thurs 29th May.
15.
MINUTES

Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 30th April 2014 be received and approved.
b) The minutes of the meeting of Annual Meeting of the Council held on 14th May 2014 be received and approved.
c) The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 29th April 2014 be received and noted.
d) The minutes of the meeting of the Audit Sub-Committee held on 19th May 2014   be received and approved.

16.
INFORMATION ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
16.1 Minute 164.4 Information Arising – Councillor Chris Bithell asked if further response had been received from the owners of Harleys Garage, the Clerk advised that she had not received any further response.
16.2 minute 164.5 Information Arising – Councillor Andrea Mearns asked if a report has been written on the Land & Asset Transfer Learning Seminar.
16.3 Minute 176.2 Notice of Motion – Councillor Chris Bithell asked if there had been any response from Flintshire County Council relating to Flintshire Connects.  The Clerk advised no response had been received.
17.
REPORT OF TOWN CENTRE MANAGER
The Town Centre Manager presented a verbal report to the Council.

The Town Centre Manager updated the Council on retail closures within the town: Gwinology had recently closed due to personal reasons.  Hallmark and Cafe Brew had also closed. New businesses opened up included the unit in Daniel Owen Square which was now Icon Hairdressers, a mens hairdressers had also opened in an empty unit on Chester Road and the Gwinology unit had already been taken up.  
A number of shops had expressed a fall in trade over the last 12 month period, but this was not dissimilar to other market towns.  
The Town Centre Manager updated members regarding the parking which had been mentioned as a reason for the loss of trade by a number of retailers.  There will be a survey carried out mid/late June by the independent company, Towns Alive, which will include speaking to visitors & retailers within the town.  There will also be an on line survey open to all to complete.  

The Town Centre Manager informed members that the Daniel Owen Square works was on schedule, funding has been agreed through County Council,  with the start date being the last week in July.  The proposed relocation of the market on Wednesdays and Saturdays is to Earl Road, upper High Street and top of Kings Street.  Letters have been sent to all business and residents affected by the works.

The Town Centre Manager informed members the Licence’s applications had been approved, with the  Kendricks Field, Maes Bodlonfa and the ornamental park conditions being approved for 10 days, all other areas approved for 10 occasions.  Residents and businesses will all be informed before events take place. 
The Town Centre Manager informed members the Carnival Committee will have a stall on the market on Sat 7th June to promote the Carnival and sell raffle tickets, if any Councillor can attend to help, please inform Jane Evans or Helen Perry.  Councillor Andrea Mearns asked if Bailey Hill Festival leaflets could be displayed at the same time, Jane Evans confirmed this would be okay.
The Town Centre Manager gave an update on the projects: tourist information sites, Bailey Hill, signage improvements all working towards the end of September deadline of the Cadwyn Clwyd funding.
Councillor Andrea Mearns asked for confirmation on the area covered by the Bailey Hill tender and whether this included the war memorial.  The Town Centre Manager confirmed all areas shown on the plan within the red square are covered in the tender.
Councillor Robin Guest asked whether the planned meeting with the County Council over the parking issues should be postponed until after the survey results.  Councillor Gareth Williams argued the meeting was long overdue as there had not been the agreed parking review after 6 months.  He suggested there is a strong feeling from the public about the increase in charges and overzealous parking attendants.   Councillor Brian Lloyd mentioned press reports of over 2,000 parking tickets issued.  The Town Centre Manager confirmed he expected to see in the review that the number of tickets had come down, he had been informed this had fallen from 15-20 tickets per day to average 5 per day due to people amending their parking behaviour.

Councillor Robin Guest said it was unacceptable the income figures from parking had not been received.  The Town Centre Manager will take this forward with Flintshire Country Council.

Councillor Geoff Collett asked for reassurances work on the Daniel Owen Square would not affect business at the Daniel Owen Centre.  The Town Centre Manager informed all it had been stressed to Flintshire County Council that steps needed to be taken to ensure businesses surrounding the area, including the library & Daniel Owen Centre were not affected and remained accessible throughout the period.

Councillor Chris Bithell raised concerns about disruption in the town during the planned works on the water supply. The Town Centre Manager advised he would make enquiries as he had not been informed of the pending works.   Councillors Chris Bithell and Brian Lloyd were to be meeting with Dave Heggarty to discuss the works on Monday 2nd June.

Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the report.  
The Town Centre Manager left at 7.15pm
18. 
AUDIT SUB COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS
The Council considered the recommendations from the meeting of the Audit Sub Committee held on 19th May 2014 relating to the report of the Internal Auditor, the Annual Return and the Statement of Assurances.  Members also confirmed that they had no current links with UHY Hacker Young, the company undertaking the external audit.  
The Council noted the requirement for accounts to be audited each year following a review by an internal auditor.  The recommendations of the internal auditor were considered and the Clerk advised that the two transaction discrepancies had been found and was no longer a concern.  It was agreed that the Clerk would make further enquiries with One Voice Wales relating to publication of staffing costs before a decision is made on the recommendations of the internal auditor.

The Council considered and approved the draft Annual Return, supplemented by a Schedule of Assurances linked to financial and operational matters and known as the intermediate audit, to allow the external audit to proceed.

Resolved:  It was resolved that:
a) The recommendations of the Audit Sub-Committee in relation to the report of the Internal Auditor and the draft annual return and statement of assurances be approved.
b) The Clerk would make further enquiries with One Voice Wales relating to publication of staffing costs.
19.
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FOR WALES - Committee Inquiry: Making Laws in the Fourth Assembly
The council considered the previously circulated report prepared by the sub group.  It was agreed subject to the removal of the comment relating to additional assembly members that the report be approved.
Resolved:  To approve the report subject to removal of the comment relating to additional assembly members.
20. MATCH FUNDING - CHILDREN'S PLAY AREAS 2014/15
The Clerk advised members Flintshire County Council are seeking support for the investment of £20,000 match funding to be spent on equipment for the Gas Lane Play area.
Councillor Andrea Mearns suggested that observations should be made to Flintshire County Council that repairs to existing equipment should be carried out quickly to avoid unnecessary costs of having to replace equipment.
Resolved: It was approved for the £20,000 match funding for Gas Lane Play area.
Press left the meeting at 7.50pm
21. TOWN HALL CAR PARK DISRUPTION
The Clerk informed the council that work on the Daniel Owen Square from 28th July 2014 will impact on the Town Hall Car Park for a period of 16 weeks. It has been proposed parking at Meadow Place Car Park would be provided for the officers of the Town Council.  Flintshire are seeking support from the Town Council to limit use of Meadow Place to just the officers of the Town Council.

Following questions from Councillor Robin Guest the Town Clerk confirmed she would make enquiries with Flintshire County Council regarding parking on market days and also regarding rebate of permit fees.
Resolved: That the request be approved and noted.
22. WELSH GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION - STATUTORY GUIDANCE, ACCESS TO INFORMATION ON COMMUNITY & TOWN COUNCILS
The council considered the previously circulated information relating to the consultation on the new Statutory Guidance under Sections 55 to 58 of the Local Government (Democracy) (Wales) Act 2013 concerning access to information about Community and Town Councils.  
Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information. 

23. NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 

24.  MEETINGS ATTENDED
24.1  Councillor Bryan Grew attended Once Voice area meeting and informed members the next conference on 11th July is open to other councillors. Councillor Andrea Mearns expressed her interest to attend. It was agreed the Clerk would  confirm the attendance of Councillors Grew and Mearns.  He advised that the next area meeting, Lesley Griffiths, Minister for local government had confirmed her attendance and if any other members wished to attend, they were welcome. 

24.2 Councillor Andrea Mearns & Councillor Geoff Collett met with David Boyce from Ground Works regarding funding grants for the Bailey Hill restoration.  If successful, terms of the grant requires input of 30% of costs.
24.3 Councillor Andrea Mearns met with Dave Heggarty of Flintshire County Council and Katie Woodington from NPower Renewables. They have £780,000 per year to invest in communities but unfortunately Mold is just outside their area for funding, however some of Flintshire’s projects are within the area eg. Taste of Wales . Dave Heggarty represents Flintshire County Council on the panel regarding funding, unfortunately Dave Heggarty is due to retire from Flintshire County Council.  NPower have expressed an interested in working with Mold through Cittaslow in the future.
24.4 Councillor Andrea Mearns advised that the Taste of Flintshire Food month starts in August and ends middle of September at the start of the Food & Drink Festival.  As part of the month there will be a Cittaslow event which will be the Big Slow Breakfast, held 30th August at the Masonic Hall, Earl Road.
25. ACCOUNTS I PAYMENTS
The Council considered the schedule previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 
Resolved: It was resolved that the schedule of payments be approved.
26.  EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

Resolved:  It was resolved to exclude the public and press from the meeting in order to allow discussion on confidential matters.
27. FLINTSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN – CALL FOR CANDIDATE   SITES
27.1 The town council considered and agreed the response for the desired future of sites 8 and 26 within the Local Development Plan. Councillors Andrea Mearns and Geoff Collett asked that it be minuted that their vote was against the recommendations provided by the town council.
27.2 The town council considered and agreed that Councillors Chris Bithell, Geoff Collett, Andrea Mearns, Robin Guest and Phil Thomas would represent Mold Town Council on the working group for the development of the town plan.
Resolved: It was resolved that: 

a) The Clerk would provide the town councils response to the consultation 
of the Local Development Plan to Flintshire County Council as agreed 
above.
b) Councillors Chris Bithell, Geoff Collett, Andrea Mearns, Robin Guest 
and Phil Thomas would represent Mold Town Council on the working 
group for the development of the town plan.
The Meeting ended at 8.30pm
SUMMARY OF DECLARATIONS MADE BY MEMBERS

IN ACCORDANCE WITH MOLD TOWN COUNCIL’S

CODE OF CONDUCT
	MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
	DATE:  28th May 2014


	MEMBER
	ITEM
	MINUTE NO. REFERS

	Councillor Geoff Collett

	Agenda item 9 MATCH FUNDING - CHILDREN'S PLAY AREAS 2014/15


	Minute number 21


SR/MINUTES/MTC/MTCMINS 140528
PAGE  
10

