MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Mold on Wednesday 30th April 2014.

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Robin Guest (Mayor), Haydn Bateman, Chris Bithell, Richard Brookes, Geoff Collett, Geoff Darkins, Ray Dodd, Bob Gaffey, Bryan Grew, Carol Heycocks, Brian Lloyd,  Andrea Mearns, Anthony Parry, Phil Thomas and Gareth Williams with the Clerk and Finance Officer and Town Centre Manager.

ALSO PRESENT:  Mr Fraser Robert, Streetscene Coordinator, Flintshire County Council with one member of the press 
APOLOGIES: Councillor Geoff Matthias.

160.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Chris Bithell and Robin Guest expressed a personal interest in Agenda item 17 – Daniel Owen Community Association, as Flintshire County Council representatives on the Board.
161.
STREETSCENE COORDINATOR
The Mayor welcomed Mr Fraser Roberts, the Streetscene Coordinator to the meeting and invited him to speak.
Mr Roberts thanked members for the invitation and handed out a draft Cleansing Strategy for the town.  He advised that the document was currently in draft but provided some detail on how the service would now be delivered.  Mr Roberts spoke to the document and advised that once the strategy was approved he would provide a copy to each of the members.  He added that the Streetscene service were very thankful to all the volunteers who were involved in the recent Mold Spring Clean.

Following a number of questions from members Mr Roberts confirmed that any comments received would be used to develop the strategy.  He confirmed that the Gas Lane depot would close with all staff moving to Glanrafon Road.  Councillor Gareth Roberts asked if it would be a reduced service, but Mr Roberts advised that it was not, it would just be the machinery that is replaced. 

Following questions from Councillor Chris Bithell, Mr Roberts advised that un-adopted roads such at Tyddyn Street and the path leading to Tesco were only cleared on request, but the service had increase at Tyddyn Street because of it being a hot-spot.  Mr Roberts advised that not all streets were mentioned in the strategy as the document is not yet complete.

Councillor Richard Brookes asked about play areas, and Mr Roberts informed members that play areas are maintained by Leisure Services, however, if a report is received Mr Roberts would ensure staff attend to the issue.
Councillor Andrea Mearns asked if the new equipment and move to Glanrafon Road would help improve the service.  Mr Roberts confirmed that he was optimistic, and believed the service would be an improvement, but asked members to let him know if it does not.

The Town Centre Manager asked that the Town Councils thanks be passed on to all the Streetscene operatives involved in the Mold Spring Clean, without their assistance it would not have been the success it was.    Mr Roberts added that he has also liaised with the Conservation Officer and Building Control at Flintshire relating to safety concerns for the Britannia Inn on Wrexham Street.

Councillor Geoff Collett suggested that the Dog Fouling signs could include the telephone number for resident to use to report incidents.  Mr Roberts confirmed he would pass this suggestion on.

The Mayor informed Mr Roberts that there is an issue of leaves collecting on Milford Street.  Mr Roberts confirmed that he would look to have the night crew clear the street with the mechanical sweeper.

Councillor Bithell asked if the large stores cooperated and assisted in keeping clear the areas surrounding their stores.  Mr Roberts suggested that he could arrange to meet with the store managers to discuss their cooperation.

The Mayor thanked Mr Roberts for his attendance and responding to questions.  Mr Roberts then left the meeting.
162 
MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor advised that it had been a quiet month but he had participated in the Mold Spring Clean.  He had also attended Theatre Clwyd Cymru for a performance by FUSE which is funded by West Coast Energy.  The performance of Under Milk Wood was part of the ten year celebrations of West Coast Energy’s support for FUSE.  The Mayor advised that he had also worked with the Deputy Mayor and Clerk with the short listing and interviews for the Support Officer.
163.
MINUTES

Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 26th March 2014 and 1st April 2014 be received and approved;
b) The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 7th April 2014 be received and noted;

c) The minutes of the meeting of the Audit Sub-Committee be received and approved.

164.
INFORMATION ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
164.1 Minute 146.2 Information Arising from the Minutes – Councillor Bryan Grew advised members that the owners of the former Bridge Inn were now in a position to proceed with their plans for the building. 
164.2 Minute 146.3 Information Arising from the Minutes – Councillor Andrea Mearns asked if a meeting had been arranged between the Local Authority and Town Council representatives to discuss the review of Car Parking.  The Town Centre Manager advised that a meeting had been arranged with the Local Authority and the Town Clerk and Town Centre Manager for 7th May.  At this meeting he would ask for confirmation of a Town Council representatives meeting.
164.3 Minute 147.7 Correspondence – Councillor Andrea Mearns asked if any interest had been shown from other Town & Community Councils to attend a training module on devolution of services.  The Clerk confirmed that there had been some interest shown and she was in contact with Paul Egan from One Voice Wales to arrange a suitable date.
164.4 Minute 147.6 Correspondence – Councillor Chris Bithell asked if a response had been provided by the owners of Harley’s Garage.  The Clerk confirmed that she had spoken with the owner who had requested further detail of the issues.  It was agreed that the Clerk would provide a further written response.
164.5 Minute 147.8 Correspondence – Councillor Geoff Collett advise members that he and the Clerk had attended the Land and Asset Transfer Learning Seminar.  It was agreed that a report would be provided at the next meeting of the Council. 
165.
TOWN HALL CARETAKER
Members consider the process for appointing a new Caretaker and agreed that a small group of members would assist the Clerk in the short-listing and interviewing and would have delegated power to appoint.
Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) Councillors Carol Heycocks, Bob Gaffey and Gareth Williams would form the appointment panel and work with the Town Clerk;
b) That the Appointment Panel have delegated power to appoint a new Caretaker following the short-listing and interviews.
166.
ELECTION OF MAYOR 2014/15

Resolved:  It was resolved that Councillor Carol Heycocks be elected Mayor for the forthcoming year 2014/15. 
167. 
REPORT OF TOWN CENTRE MANAGER
The Town Centre Manager presented a verbal report to the Council.

The Town Centre Manager advised members of the success of the Mold Spring Clean where despite it being Mothering Sunday still attracted over 1000 volunteers.

The Town Centre Manager informed members of the Licence application currently with Flintshire County Council to cover the town in replacement of the temporary events notices currently being used. 
The Town Centre Manager advised members that he had spoken to the press following the recent issue of parking fines being issued on Easter Sunday.

The Town Centre Manager reminded members of the Mayor’s Charity Dinner Dance on 9th May, and asked members to show their support for the event and charities.

In response to the licence application Councillor Richard Brookes suggested that affected residents should be written to.  The Town Centre Manager confirmed that this would be done prior to each event taking place.

Councillor Brian Lloyd expressed concern over the fly posting to the shop on the Cross.  The Town Centre Manager confirmed that he had spoken with the owners, and he understood that the shop has been leased.

Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the report.  
168.  SCHOOL GOVERNOR REQUEST
Members considered the request from Ysgol Bryn Gwalia  that Councillor Geoff Matthias be elected as the new representative for Mold Town Council as a Community Governor. It was agreed to support the request.  Members also thanked Councillor Andrea Mearns for her previous commitment to the role.
Resolved:  It was resolved Councillor Geoff Matthias be appointed the new Community Governor for Mold Town Council at Ysgol Bryn Gwalia.
169. 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FOR WALES – Committee Enquiry: Making Laws in the Fourth Assembly
Members considered the previously circulated consultation document and agreed that a sub group of members would provide a response to the questions within the consultation document.
Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) Councillors Chris Bithell, Richard Brookes, Bob Gaffey and Bryan Grew form the sub-group to prepare a response to the consultation.
170.
GUIDANCE – LOCAL GOVERNMENT (WALES) MEASURE 2011.  PART 7: COMMUNITIES AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS GUIDANCE

The Clerk asked that members make themselves aware of the details within the final guidance which affect the town council. 
Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report.

171.
WELSH GOVERNMENT – THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (WALES) MEASURE (AMENDMENT) ORDER 2014.
Members considered the previously circulated consultation document on designating Police Crime Commissioners as community planners and agreed that a sub group of members would provide a response on behalf of the Town Council.
Resolved:  It was resolved that Councillors Chris Bithell, Richard Brookes, Bob Gaffey and Bryan Grew would provide a response on behalf of the Town Council.
172.  
WALES RETAIL RELIEF SCHEME 
Members noted the correspondence received from Sandy Mewies AM, relating to the launch of a Wales Retail Relief scheme.  It was agreed that the information would be included in the next news letter to businesses.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 

Councillor Gareth Williams left the meeting at 8.50pm

173. 
AUDIT SUB COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS
The Council considered the previously circulated report containing the suggested revised Standing Orders, based on the model set of Standing Orders provided by One Voice Wales, and reviewed in detail by the Audit Sub-Committee.  It was agreed that the Town Council should adopt the revised Standing Orders, noting that they would not affect the current processes of the Town Council, but would assist with the understanding of the Standing Orders.  The Council also considered the advice from the Audit Committee to defer amendments to the Financial Regulations and Risk Assessment until after the revised model Financial Risk Assessment is received from One Voice Wales.


 Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) the revised Standing Orders be approved;

b) the Financial Regulations and Financial Risk Assessment will be considered once a revised model Financial Regulation are provided by One Voice Wales.
174.
FINAL ACCOUNTS
The Council considered the previously circulated report setting out the accounts of the Town Council for the year 2013/14which included:

a) Summary Income and Expenditure Account;

b) Balance sheet;

c) Details of the Expenditure incurred within the year;

d) Summary of Expenditure and Income for 2013/14; and

e) Bank and Cash Reconciliation for the year.

Resolved:  It was resolved that the accounts be approved for audit. 
175.
DANIEL OWEN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

The Council considered the previously circulated details requesting a payment of £3,000 instead of £2,500 to the Daniel Owen Community Association to assist with the costs associated with the Consultant.  The Clerk advised members that the budget would remain the same.

Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the payment of £3,000 to assist with the costs associated with the Consultant. 
Councillors Ray Dodd and Geoff Darkins left the meeting at 9.00pm
176. 
NOTICE OF MOTION

176.1 Councillor Bryan Grew spoke to his motion and asked members to note the detail which would be considered at the next meeting of the Council. 

176.2 Councillor Geoff Collett spoke to his motion seeking support from members to write to Flintshire County Council asking that a County Council presence remain in the town to deal with queries until Flintshire Connects is established in Mold.  


Resolved:  It was resolved that the Clerk would write to Flintshire County Council asking that a County Council Office remain in the town until a Flintshire Connects is established in Mold.  The letter would also contain concerns relating to the safety of lone working staff.

177.
MEETINGS ATTENDED
Councillor Carol Heycocks advised that she had assisted with the Mold Spring Clean, attending an Air Cadets event and assisted with the short-listing and interviewing for the Support Officer.

Councillor Chris Bithell advised that he had attended the Friends of Bailey Hill meetings.

Councillor Andrea Mearns advised that she had attended the Llangollen Town Council Annual Meeting as a speaker.  She advised that Llangollen would like to do a joint project with Mold .  

Councillor Mearns advised members of the Parkfields AGM which is on 9 June 2014 at 7.00pm, and asked for members to attend if they were available.

Councillor Mearns advised that Flintshire Tourism had launched the Taste of Flintshire awards.  The presentation of the eight awards would be on 19th September 2014.  She advised that she would send out information via email.

Councillor Mearns advised members that the Blooming Mold awards categories had been changed and asked members to promote the award.

Councillor Mearns informed members that she had attended a Taste of Flintshire events which included meet the buyer, the future of land at Northop meeting where it is hoped that a feasibility study will be carried out.  

Councillor Haydn Bateman left the meeting at 9.20pm

Councillor Bob Gaffey advised that he had attend the Friends of Bailey Hill meetings.

Councillor Phil Thomas brought members up to date on the progress of the Leadmill project he is currently working on, advising that all the sowing and planting had now been completed.

Councillor Anthony Parry advised that he had attending the Friends of Bailey Hill meetings, and was assisting in the Carnival and Blues and Soul Festival arrangements.  He had also attended the Public meeting of the Town Partnership
178. 
ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedule previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 

Resolved: It was resolved that the schedule of payments be approved.
The Meeting ended at 9.30pm
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