MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Mold on Wednesday 29th January 2014.

PRESENT: 

Councillors: Robin Guest (Mayor), Haydn Bateman, Chris Bithell, Richard Brookes, Geoff Collett, Geoff Darkins, Bryan Grew, Carol Heycocks, Brian Lloyd, Andrea Mearns, Anthony Parry, Phil Thomas and Gareth Williams with the Clerk and Finance Officer and Town Centre Manager.

ALSO PRESENT:  One member of the press 
APOLOGIES: Councillors Geoff Matthias and Bob Gaffey.

111.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Chris Bithell and Carol Heycocks declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 11, Financial Assistance – Virgin Art (St. Mary’s Parish Church).  Councillor Andrea Mearns expressed a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 7, Budget 2014/15, grant funding for Bubblegum Club.
112.
MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Mayor advised that he would provide a sheet following the meeting showing all activities since the last meeting.  However, his activities included:

· Attending the Rotary Club Dinner

· Presenting a bouquet of flowers to a lady celebrating her 100th birthday.

· Attending the WI Choral Concert

· Judging the best decorated window competition at the Community Hospital with Beryl Powell.

· Re-launching the pet shop on the High Street.

· Attending the Car Park group meeting with officers from Flintshire County Council.

113.  
MINUTES
. Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 27th November 2013 and 9th January 2014 be received and approved;
b) The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 3rd December 2013 and 6th January 2014 be received and noted;

c) The minutes of the meeting of the Tourism Committee held on 10th December 2013 are considered at the next meeting of the Council.

114.
INFORMATION ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Mold Town Council 9th January 2014
113.1 Minute 108 Sainsbury’s - Councillor Chris Bithell expressed his disappointment in the press coverage of the meeting with Sainsbury’s as he believed it had not shown the questioning by members of Sainsbury’s representatives.  Councillor Andrea Mearns suggested that the minutes of the meeting should be forwarded to the press, the Mayor agreed.

113.2 Minute 110 Mold Gateway Signs – Councillor Chris Bithell informed members that the issue of the use of the Cittaslow and Fairtrade logo had been brought up with the Director of Environment, who had assured him that he would contact Welsh Government to discuss the issue.

Planning Committee meeting 3rd December 2013
113.3 Minute 28.3 Planning Applications – Councillor Chris Bithell asked members of the Planning Committee to be cautious when considering applications that involve licensing.  Very often there is a conflict between the Planning Committee and Licensing Committee at Flintshire County Council where one of the Committee’s could give permission and the other does not support the application.
115.
CORRESPONDENCE
The following items of correspondence, including six additional items, were considered: 

115.1 The Council noted the correspondence received from Sandy Mewies, AM advising of a consultation on producing new statutory guidance for risk assessing walked routes to school to improve the safety of Children.

115.2 The Council noted the correspondence received from Sandy Mewies, AM providing a statement made by the minister for Culture & Sport; John Griffiths AM regarding public libraries in Wales.
115.3 The Council noted the correspondence received from One Voice Wales advising of a consultation on reviewing options for the future of council tax support in Wales, Council Tax Reduction Scheme Review.

115.4 The Council noted the correspondence received from One Voice Wales and the Welsh Local Government Association promoting the recently signed Memorandum of Understanding between the two organizations.  Councillor Bryan Grew advised members of the importance of this document, as it had taken three years to establish recognition with the Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA).

115.5 The Council noted the correspondence received from Sandy Mewies, AM providing a copy of a letter received from Edwina Hart AM, Minister for Economy, Science and Transport relating to North South rail links.
115.6 The Council noted the availability of the Standards Committee Annual report for 2012/13.
115.7 The Council noted the correspondence received from One Voice Wales, providing the latest Natural Resources Management Bulletin together with the report from the Natural Resources Conference held in November.
115.8 The Council noted the correspondence received from Sandy Mewies AM providing a copy of a recent letter received from Edwina Hart AM, Minister for Business, Enterprise, Technology and Science which gives information on new Welsh Government guidance for tourist traffic signs.  The Mayor advised that this had come at an opportune moment, particularly as the Council were addressing concerns relating to the use of the Cittaslow and Fairtrade logo on the Gateway signs being prohibited with the local Assembly Member.

115.9 The Council noted the correspondence has been received from Howard White, the Ramblers Association providing further information relating to the footpath at the Rugby Club site.  Councillors Geoff Collett and Phil Thomas highlighted the importance of the information and the evidence gathering required.  Councillors Geoff Collett and Chris Bithell requested a form from the Clerk to submit their evidence.

115.10 The Council considered the correspondence received from One Voice Wales advising that Cymru’n Cofio Wales Remembers 1914-1918 is collating and sharing information on activities which mark the centenary of the First World War.  Councillor Chris Bithell advised that the Civic Society are organising events and are working with local schools to join the commemorations.  It is hoped the ex-serviceman’s club will be used to show exhibitions of the schools work.  Councillor Andrea Mearns advised that the Rotary Club were asking what events were taking place and she would advise them of the Civic Society’s plans.

115.11 The Council considered the correspondence received from Susan Williams, Play Project Lead at Flintshire County Council, providing information on last summer’s play scheme.  Councillor Chris Bithell suggested it would be useful to compare the figures from the previous year, and maybe the scheme could like in with other projects this coming year, such as the libraries.  The Mayor requested that the question be asked why the figures had dropped during the third week of the scheme.

115.12 The Council noted the correspondence received from WRAP Cymru advising that Recycle on the Go grants is once again available.  The grant is available a wide range of private, public and third sector organisations.  

115.13 The Council considered the correspondence received from One Voice Wales advising of the Welsh Government consulting on plans to change the planning system in Wales.  It was agreed that the Planning Committee would prepare and submit a response on behalf of the Town Council.

115.14 The Council noted the correspondence received from Sandy Mewies providing a copy of a statement made by First Minister, Carwyn Jones AM relating to Neo Natal Services in North Wales.

115.15 The Council noted the availability of the CCTV statistics for the period 1st October – 31st December 2013.

115.16 The Council noted the correspondence has been received from North Wales Community Health Council relating to the suspension of “non urgent” surgery.

115.17 The Council considered the correspondence received from Zurich Municipal, insurers for Mold Town Council, relating to a claim made following an alleged accident during the Mold Carnival last summer.  The Council agreed that the Clerk should respond to the Insurers confirming that the claim should be settled as per the advice of the Insurers.  

115.18 The Council noted the correspondence received from Mark Neath, Flintshire County Council providing figures for Bubblegum Club sessions. 
Resolved:  It was resolved that the actions set out above be approved.

116.
BUDGET 2014/15
	


The Council considered the previously circulated report detailing the estimates for the current year, the probable expenditure for the year together with estimates for the next financial year 2014/2015.  The Council noted that the report included the third quarterly review of the current year’s accounts with details of the petty cash expenditure, income and the bank / cash reconciliation as at 31st December 2013.

The Clerk reminded the Council that the Budget Sub-Group has monitored the expenditure and carefully considered the detail of the proposed budget. 
Members considered the budget proposals and supported the funding for the appointment of a Support Officer for a 12 month period to be reviewed for 2015/16.

Members debated the grant funding for Mold Town Band, Citizens Advice Bureau, Daniel Owen Community Association and Parkfields Junior Youth Club.  It was agreed that with such significant contributions the organisations would be required to provide a report on their activities and how the grant had contributed to such activities.  In addition members supported the Budget proposals that the Daniel Owen Community Association would receive its grant in two stages subject to conditions specified, that the first £2,500 is used to fund a consultant to carry out a review of the Daniel Owen Centre.  A further £2,500 would be made available should the Association require funding to introduce recommendations from the consultants review.

Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) The quarterly reviews of general expenditure, petty cash expenditure, income and the bank reconciliation as at 31st December 2013 be noted and approved;

b) The charges for use of the Jubilee Room remain the same fort April 2014 at £9.00 and £14.50 per hour for Charities/Voluntary Groups and Non Charities respectively; 
c) The budget for 2014/2015 as proposed be approved; and
d) A precept of £216,553.00 be approved for the year 2014/2015

e) The revised Cemetery Fees for 2014/15 be approved and introduced from 17th February 2014.

f) The proposal for the appointment of a Support Officer is approved for a period of 12 months, to be reviewed for 2015/16.
117.
REPORT OF TOWN CENTRE MANAGER

The Town Centre Manager presented a verbal report to the Council.

The Town Centre Manager provided feedback from the Festive Weekend held the weekend before Christmas.  It had proved very successful and the traders wanted the Reindeer Competition to become and yearly event.  Trading over the Christmas period had been mixed, with some traders reporting that it was OK, many saying it had been as expected, with some being disappointed with trade.  

The Town Centre Manager updated members on the activities of the Car Park working group, advising that he was currently working on options for other funding opportunities to deliver the projects identified.

The Town Centre Manager provided members with a calendar of events for the coming year, highlighting the Bailey Hill Festival in June, and the Carnival in July.  He advised that the first meeting to organise the Carnival is on 11 February at 6pm in the Town Hall for anyone who wishes to assist.  He advised members that the Town Council had been successful in a bid to Cadwyn Clwyd for £5,000 towards the Blues and Soul Festival planned for the first weekend in August.

The Daniel Owen Square re-development had experienced some delays but progress is still being made with the likely start time of Easter.

Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the report.  
118. GRANTS AND FUNDING – CITTASLOW MOLD AND PARTNERS 2013/14

The Council considered the previously circulated report prepared by Councillor Andrea Mearns.  The Mayor thanked Councillor Mearns for the detail provided, and members agreed to note the report.
Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report.  
119.  FLINTSHIRE PROPOSED WAITING, LOADING RESTRICTIONS AND PARKING BAYS
The Council considered the previously circulated map identifying proposed amendments to waiting restrictions on High Street and Earl Road.  Members agreed that limited waiting should be introduced as identified on the map on High Street from Church Lane up past St. Mary’s Church, but not the section down from Church lane.  Members also agreed that No Loading should be introduced on Earl Road as identified on the map and the introduction of a disabled parking bay on the High Street outside HSBC Bank.  However, they did not agree that a disabled parking bay should be introduced on the High Street outside Halifax.

Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the details above and that the Clerk notify Flintshire County Council of its recommendations.

120. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The Council considered the report detailing the applications and recommendations of the Panel for financial assistance.  It was agreed to make contributions as follows:
a) Hafan Cymru


£100

b) Cambria Band

£300, £250 & £200 phased over three years

c) Survivors of 



Bereavement by suicide
£200

d) Mold & District Choral



Society


£200

e) North Wales Deaf Assoc.
£150

f) Victim Support

£200

g) Mold Flower Club

£200

h) FLASH


£200

i) Home-start 


£200

j) Flintshire Disability


Forum



£200

k) Virgin Art


£200

l) Deaf Access Cymru

£200
Resolved:  It was resolved that the grants detailed above be approved. 

121.
NOTICES OF MOTION

Councillor Bryan Grew sought support for The Town Council to write to Marston’s Brewery in support of the residents of East Ward that are campaigning to keep the Queens Head open as a Public House.  Councillor Anthony Parry abstained from voting on the request for support.
Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) That the notice of motion was supported by the Town Council and the Clerk would write to Marston’s Brewery.

122.  NOTIFICATION OF UPCOMING EVENTS
The Council noted the dates of the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Races and the Cittaslow Mold Ceilidh.  Council Andrea Mearns sought volunteers to help with the Pancake Races.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the upcoming events detailed. 

123.  NOTIFICATIONS OF PLANNING DECISIONS

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 
124. 
MEETINGS ATTENDED

Councillor Andrea Mearns advised members of the Local Food Project and the Flintshire Food month at the end of August and into September.  She sought information on any food activities through this period that could be branded with the Food month, such as the orchard project.

Councillor Andrea Mearns also advised members that a meeting has been arranged for Monday 17th February to develop the “Friends of Bailey Hill” group and discuss the Heritage Lottery Fund application.

Councillor Geoff Collett advised members that they had a further 15 trees for the community orchard that would be planted on Saturday 1 February from 10.00am if anyone wanted to come along.

Councillor Bryan Grew advised that he had attended the One Voice Wales Larger Councils meeting with the Clerk, where he had raised the issue of the use of the Cittaslow and Fairtrade logo’s on Gateway signs.  He also advised that the recently published Williams Report had been discussed.

Councillor Richard Brookes advised that he had met with Mold Darby and Joan Club.

Councillor Phil Thomas updated members on the progress of the Wildflower project, advising that St. David’s Primary School is keen to be involved in the Lead Mills site.

Councillor Anthony Parry advised members that the x-ray appeal had now been completed and the total raised had exceeded the target.  £120,000 was the total raised, and the equipment is on order and will soon be installed.  Councillor Geoff Collett expressed his appreciation for everyone who had been involved, and it had been a privilege to be a part of the appeal.

125. 
ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedule previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 

Resolved: It was resolved that the schedule of payments be approved.
The Meeting ended at 9.25pm
SUMMARY OF DECLARATIONS MADE BY MEMBERS

IN ACCORDANCE WITH MOLD TOWN COUNCIL’S

CODE OF CONDUCT

	MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
	DATE:  29th January 2014


	MEMBER
	ITEM
	MINUTE NO. REFERS

	Councillors C Bithell and Carol Heycocks
Councillor A Mearns

	Agenda Item 11 – Financial Assistance
Agenda Item 7 – Budget 2014/15
	Minute 120
Minute 116


SR/MINUTES/MTC/MTCMINS140129
PAGE  
62

