
MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held virtually on-line over video conferencing 6pm Wednesday 25th November 2020.
PRESENT: 

Councillors: Teresa Carberry (Mayor), Sarah Taylor (Deputy Mayor), Chris Bithell, Andrea Mearns, Bryan Grew, Haydn Bateman, Brian Lloyd, Haydn Jones, Robin Guest, Anthony Parry, Tim Maunders, Trevor Arnold and Geoff Collett.
Officers: Ian Jones Town Clerk and Finance Officer and Jane Evans Events and Community Engagement Officer, Jo Douglass Business and Regeneration Officer and Jo Lane Bailey Hill Project Officer.   

Also Present: One member of the public. 
78. APOLOGIES: Councillors Gareth Williams, Geoff Matthias and Karen Hodgkinson. 

79.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
80. 
MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor updated Members of her Mayoral Activities which included the opening of a new shop ‘Eyelicious’, the judging of the Children’s competition ‘My life in Mold during Covid-19’. The Mayor had personally written a card of thanks to the Daniel Owen Festival Organisers and she had also received lots of favourable comments on the video of Remembrance Service. 

The Mayor expressed her thanks to: 

Councillor Andrea Mearns in obtaining the tree guards for Kendrick’s field.
Councillor Karen Hodgkinson for providing a drop off point for the coat collection at the Daniel Owen Centre.  
Officers of the Town Council in staffing the Totally Mold pop up Shop. 

Hawarden Estates for the Christmas tree which has been donated to the People of Mold in respect of their community spirt in dealing with the pandemic, and it was hoped that the tree would be positioned in the Daniel Owen Square.

Karen Cavallini for her work in creating a bespoke Father Christmas costume.    

The Mayor also expressed her congratulations to Councillor Tim Maunders for obtaining an award from Delyn MP Rob Roberts for this outstanding contribution to the community in Mold.  The Mayor also mentioned that she too had received an award for her school uniform appeal.   
81.






 MINUTES












RESOLVED:  That:
a)   The Minutes of the Council meeting held on 28th October 2020 be received and formally approved; and 
b)   Action Plan - Minute 57. The request for a make-up of a Sub-Group for the Mold Town Centre review and Traffic management be:
Councillors Teresa Carberry, Bryan Grew, Anthony Parry and Trevor Arnold;
c)   The Minutes of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 23rd November be received and noted;
d)    The Minutes of the meetings of the Cemetery Committee held on 9th November be received and noted;
e)    The Minutes of the meetings of the Community Development and Regeneration Committee held on 10th November be received and noted; and
f)    The Minutes of the meetings of the Personnel Committee held on 17th November be received and noted.
82.   JOINT REPORT OF THE BUSINESS & REGENERATION OFFICER AND EVENTS & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFICER
Members considered the previously circulated report from the Business & Regeneration Officer and Events & Community Engagement Officer.  
The Events and Community Engagement Officer updated Members that since the report was written, the current value of Totally Mold Vouchers sold was £6,105.  The response from the Community to the scheme has been so supportive and there is an overwhelming desire to support the high street and shop local.   
The Business and Regeneration Officer updated members that ‘Paolo’s’ the Italian pizza and Ice cream takeaway was now also open which is another new business in Mold.  
Members expressed concern regarding empty and potential empty units in Mold, the Business and Regeneration Officer updated Members that she was in contact with several agents and had been pleased to report that she was still receiving enquires for units for new business starts but unable to find suitable premises for the size they require as they already had offers on them.  Depending on the lease agreements and the term remaining, this could sometimes be a lengthy process.  

RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted.
6:20pm Councillor Tim Maunders joined the meeting. 
83.  CIRCULAR ECONOMY GRANT APPLICATIONS. 
Members considered the previously circulated report from Councillor Andrea Mearns.  

Councillor Mearns informed Members that the application to the National Lottery has been submitted by Llangollen Town Council, together with letters of support for the renamed ‘Bws Benthyg/Borrow Bus’ and they were hopeful of a quick decision due to the deadlines involved with the Welsh Government grant. Mold Town Council had accepted the Welsh Government grant offer for the Naked Takeaway and sample tiffin tins had been ordered.
There was a requirement to appoint a representative and a deputy for the Naked Takeaway Circular Economy Steering Group
RESOLVED: That

a) Councillor Andrea Mearns be appointed as the Town Council’s representative on the Steering Group;

b) Councillor Tim Maunders to be appointed as deputy representative on the Steering Group; and
c) the report be received and noted.   

84. BAILEY HILL PROJECT UPDATE. 
The Bailey Hill Project Officer provided Members with a verbal update on the project, stating that work on site was progressing well.  The contractors, TG Williams were working hard to meet the new completion deadline of 23rd January 2021 due to delays imposed by Covid-19 and the discovery of archaeological finds on site.  

It was reported that the park was currently closed to the public from Monday 23rd November until Saturday 28th November for improvement works to the paths and that this had been widely publicised on social media, press releases and hand delivered letters to residents in the vicinity of the site.  All funders for the project had been extremely understanding about the delays to the project and were regularly updated.  The project owners had also been encouraged to apply for further uplift in Heritage Lottery funding to cover the additional costs due to Covid-19 and archaeology over spend. 
In October, some further investigation work was completed by archaeologists from the Clwyd-Powys Archaeology Trust in the area of the playground. Two trenches were dug, where additional archaeology items were uncovered. Designs would now be revisited to take account of the archaeology issues.
The Management and Maintenance Plan and Contract between the tripartite group was nearing completion and it was hoped to sign it off shortly.  The lease for the cottage between Mold Town Council and Flintshire County Council was currently with Flintshire County Council for approval and was due to be updated in readiness for approval at a Town Council meeting in the New Year. 
RESOLVED: that the verbal report be received and noted.  
85. NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS 

Members considered the previously circulated information regarding Planning decisions. One decision however did not relate to Mold.
RESOLVED: That the report be noted and one erroneous application be deleted from the report.  

86. MEETINGS ATTENDED. 
Councillor Bryan Grew reported he had attended the Flintshire County Council arranged County Forum. It was expected that the impact of the current pandemic would last until July 2021 for Council business.  At present the Senedd Elections scheduled for 2021 were still set to go ahead and 16 and 17 year olds would be able to vote for the first time.  It was however reported that the take up of 16/17 years old registered on the electoral register to vote was extremely low at only 25%.  Members discussed this disappointing take up rate and ways to raise awareness.   
The Town Clerk reported that prior to lockdown in March, he had been contacted by the Mold Alun School Council and was in discussion (possibly also in conjunction with Ysgol Maes Garmon) to meet with Mold Town Council for educational purposes with regard to governance and the whole democratic process and with a view re-invigorating the Youth Council.       

RESOLVED: That the Clerk would pursue discussions with the Schools once it is possible to do so given current restrictions. 

87. ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS 
The Council considered the schedule previously circulated. 

Month 7 Community Bank account CB1 £54,525.17 
Month 7 Community Bank account CB7 £238.80

RESOLVED: that the schedule of payments be approved.

88. CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS. 
i) Mayoral Correspondence items re: Firebreak lockdown.  

The Mayor provided some background information to this item as she had been contacted by a business property owner requesting that Mold Town Council provide a formal statement on the impact to businesses of the firebreak lockdown. 

It was discussed and agreed that hardship and financial consequences of the firebreak lockdown were recognised, but there was also a duty to safeguard the health and well-being of citizens and to follow the advice and guidance provided.  

RESOLVED: The Clerk and the Mayor to send a letter in response outlining the position of Mold Town Council accordingly.  
ii) Dogs loose in Mold Town Park
Councillor Haydn Jones provided an update since the February meeting whereby a resolution to the Notice of Motion was for the Town Clerk write to Flintshire County Council to request the amended wording on the signage as follows: - “exclude all dogs apart from assistance dogs within the gated garden area.” 
Due to the lockdown period, the meeting regarding Public Space was postponed and as a result the Public Order has been carried over unchanged and as a result no further changes could now be made for the next three years. 

Discussion took place over what action could be taken to address the situation in the short term. This issue was also raised at the Community Development and Regeneration Committee and the Chair, Councillor Geoff Collett has written to the Chief Officer Streetscene & Transportation accordingly.
RESOLVED: to await the response from Flintshire County Council reading this matter in the first instance.  

7.15pm Events and Community Engagement Officer left the meeting. 
89. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED: That the Members of the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the business due to its confidential nature.

90. CORRESPONDENCE ITEMS

iii) Red Lion Inn

Members considered the previously circulated correspondence to Flintshire County Council from Councillor Geoff Collett (as Chair of Community Development and Regeneration Committee and the Town Clerk’s email to a member of the Public.  

RESOLVED: to await the response from Flintshire County Council reading this matter in the first instance.  

7.30pm Councillor Robin Guest left the meeting.
iv) CCTV at Mold Town Park

Councillor Andrea Mearns updated Members on the recent vandalism of two trees in Kendrick’s Field.  

Discussion took place regarding comments from NW Police and information regarding Flintshire County Council CCTV monitoring in obtaining the footage. 

RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk to write to the Chief Officer, Housing and Assets at Flintshire County Council to ensure there is synergy between the systems.   
7.45pm Business and Regeneration Officer and Bailey Hill Project Officer left the meeting 

91. STAFFING MATTER

The Mayor referred Members to the Minutes of the Personnel Committee which had earlier been approved and the recommendation contained therein to amend the hours of a member of staff due to the circumstances outlined in the meeting.
RESOLVED: That the recommendations of the Personnel Committee be approved.
The Meeting closed at 7.55pm
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