
MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held virtually on-line over video conferencing 6pm Wednesday 29th July 2020.
PRESENT: 

Councillors: Teresa Carberry (Mayor), Chris Bithell, Trevor Arnold, Andrea Mearns, Bryan Grew, Haydn Bateman, Brian Lloyd, Haydn Jones, Robin Guest, Anthony Parry, Karen Hodgkinson and Geoff Collett.
Officers: Ian Jones, Town Clerk and Finance Officer, Jane Evans, Events and Community Engagement Officer and Jo Douglass Business and Regeneration Officer.  

Visitor: James Hunt and Shane Phillips, Nanny Biscuit Community Interest Company.  

Also Present: one member of the press and two members of the public. 
28. APOLOGIES: Councillors Sarah Taylor (Deputy Mayor), Gareth Williams, Geoff Matthias and Tim Maunders
29.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Bryan Grew declared an interest in Agenda Item 8 regarding funding support to the Citizens Advice.  
30. 

 

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor updated Members of her Mayoral activities and projects going forward which include the possibility of co-working with the Chester based Charity ‘Kids bank’ which distributes resources and items for children aged 0-5 years with a view to expanding the service into Mold.  The Mayor also reported that she was overwhelmed with the response to the school uniform appeal.   
The Mayor expressed her thanks to the following: 

Councillors Gareth Williams and Karen Hodgkinson for their work on the Mold Community Shop. 

Councillor Haydn Jones for his fund raising for the Maggie’s Cancer Centre. 

Officers of the Town Council for the support in preparing the Circular Economy Grant funding applications.   

31. NANNY BISCUIT
The Mayor welcomed  Mr James Hunt and Mr Shane Phillips from Nanny Biscuit Community Interest Company. Mr Hunt, founder of Nanny Biscuit gave an overview of how the Community Interest Company was formed and presented a video of the work undertaken as a result of the current pandemic.  The Community Interest Company assists the elderly and most vulnerable through food packages and a pen-pal phone service across Flintshire, Denbighshire, Wrexham, Chester and Ellesmere Port.  
The Mayor thanked Mr Hunt and Mr Phillips for attending and explained that a certificate of appreciation had been provided by the Town Council and Members were actively encouraged to promote awareness of the service provided by Nanny Biscuit.  
6.30pm Mr James Hunt and Mr Shane Phillips left the meeting

32.






  MINUTES












RESOLVED:  That:
a)   The Minutes of the Council meeting held on 24th June 2020 be received and formally approved.
b)    The Minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on 22nd June 2020 be received and noted.
c)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 29th June 2020 be received and noted.
d)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Cemetery Committee held on 7th July 2020 be received and noted.
e)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Policy and Audit Committee held on the 13th July 2020 be received and formally approved subject to the following amendment to Minute no.4. 
Delete ‘the Committee did not feel any need to review this.’

Replace with ‘the Committee considered and reviewed the appointment of the Internal Auditor.’ 
33.   JOINT REPORT OF THE BUSINESS & REGENERATION OFFICER AND EVENTS & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFICER
Members considered the previously circulated report from the Business & Regeneration Officer and Events & Community Engagement Officer.  
The Business & Regeneration Officer provided Members with an update that there has been an increase in the number of businesses signing up to the Totally Mold Voucher scheme and initial promotion would be undertaken on social media.  

Councillor Mearns requested clarification on the Welsh Government Announcement of £9Million to support town centre recovery from Coronavirus pandemic. The Business & Regeneration Officer explained that clarification was sought from Flintshire County Council, the funding allocated has been repurposed from existing regeneration programmes and was therefore dependent on uncommitted funds to date and was likely to be limited.  Further guidance on expenditure from Welsh Government was expected in due course.  

RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted.
34. FINANCIAL REPORTS 

34.1 POLICY AUDIT COMMITTEE 

Members considered the recommendations from the Policy & Audit Committee held on the 13th July 2020 relating to the report of the Internal Auditor, the Annual Return and the additional governance assertions with supporting information. 

Before consideration, the Mayor formally asked if any Members had any affiliation with the company that undertakes the external audit, BDO LLP.  All Members confirmed they had no affiliation with BDO LLP. 

Members noted that the Annual Return is supplemented by additional questions in the Annual Governance Statement to test the assertions.  The complete set of papers, annual return and additional questions form the whole of the information given to BDO LLP for the external audit.  
The report of the Internal Auditor was considered and noted that the actions recommended had or would be implemented as soon as practicable.
RESOLVED: That:

a) The report of the Internal Auditor for the financial year 2019/2020 be formally received and approved;
b) The draft annual return and additional questions to test assertions be received and approved and the Mayor to sign;
c) The observations of the Internal Auditor be received and approved; and
d) The Internal Auditor, JDH Business Services be re-appointed following review and consideration.  


34.2 FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS 2019/20 

Members considered the previously circulated Financial accounts 2019/20.   
RESOLVED: That the Financial accounts for 2019/20 be accepted and approved.  


34.3 ACCOUNTS 2020/21 – QUARTERLY REVIEW

Members considered the previously circulated report on the financial outturn for the first quarter 2020/21. 
RESOLVED: That the financial outturn for 2020/21 be accepted and approved.  


34.4 OPENING OF MAYOR’S CHARITY ACCOUNT

Members considered the opening of a separate account for all future Mayoral charity transactions.  The Town Clerk reported that this would assist in the preparations of the accounts to distinguish between the various funds and it would also enable the transfer funds where necessary.   
RESOLVED: That a separate Mayor’s Charity account be opened.   

35. CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING SUPPORT GRANTS TO PEOPLE AND ORGANISATIONS IN MOLD 
35.1 Members considered that as only two applications had been received since January 2020 (not on appropriate forms) and as these were not being actively perused to defer considerations until January 2021. 
RESOLVED:  To defer any requests until the January 2021, pending ongoing review.  
35.2 Members considered a further donation to the Flintshire Foodbank of £2,500 as agreed in principle at the Town Council meeting held on the 6th May. 

It was suggested that the request be deferred until the October meeting and assess the need at that point as there currently was not a great need. 

RESOLVED: To defer the request for a further donation to the October Meeting.  

35.3 Members considered the increase agreed in principle at the January Meeting to the Citizens Advice from £2,000 to £2,250. 

It was suggested that this year there was a great need on this service to the community at large and that the grant should be increased. 

RESOLVED: That an award of a grant of £3,000 be given to the Citizens Advice. 
36. COVID-19 TOWN HALL RISK ASSESSMENT AND OPERATIONAL OPTIONS

Members considered the previously circulated Covid-19 Risk Assessment for the Town Hall.  Discussion took place on the planning for a return to work, identifying the control measures that needed to be put in place to protect Town Council staff, Members, Flintshire County Council staff, visitors and Market Traders to the Town Hall. It was accepted that safety precautions in line with government directions were difficult to comply with especially sanitation, distancing and cleaning regimes as a tenant along with other tenants within the building with shared facilities.    

It was proposed by Councillor Bithell that for the time being employees should continue to work from home as appropriate and review the Covid-19 Risk Assessment pending satisfactory cleaning of the shared toilet facilities, appointments be by prior arrangement only and to implement an improved telephone system wherever possible to refer enquires to Flintshire County Council where appropriate. Hiring of the Jubilee Room was also impracticable due to high risk.
There appeared to be less of a demand for face-to-face contact from the general public and less expectation for that over the next two to three months. It was noted that in the Town Hall there was not a facility of an emergency room in the event of a person being taken ill and on the stairway it was impossible to social distance or have a one way system.

RESOLVED:  That 
(i)  the report be received;

(ii)  the review the Risk Assessment be continued as an ongoing live document;

(iii)  Town Council staff continuing to work from both the office, where safe to do so and also from home;

(iv)  Town Council and Committee meetings continue over video conferencing;
(v)  Satisfactory cleaning of shared toilet facilities be monitored;
(vi)  Appointments continue by prior arrangement only; and
(vii)  Implement an improved telephone system wherever possible
7:35pm Councillor Robin Guest left the meeting. 
37. NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS 
Members considered the previously circulated information regarding Planning decisions.  

RESOLVED: That the report be noted.  

38. CIRCULAR ECONOMY GRANT APPLICATIONS

Councillor Andrea Mearns provided an update on the progress of the Circular Economy grant applications since the last meeting. It was reported that two applications were submitted by the deadline of the 27th July.  

1)  Application led by Mold Town Council, in collaboration with Llangollen and Caerwys Town Councils for re-usable food/takeaway containers (fully funded). 

2)  Application led by Llangollen Town Council in collaboration with Llangollen and Ruthin Town Council’s for a ‘Share & Repair Shed’ Mobile van with a library of things such as equipment and tools for hire.  

The applications submitted had been acknowledged and the outcome was expected during October. Further details would be provided at the September meeting as there was likely to be a contribution towards the ‘Share & Repair Shed’ for the maintenance and running costs. 

RESOLVED: To note the verbal update and for an item to be placed on the September meeting of the Town Council to review any match funding requirements. 
39. MEETINGS ATTENDED

Councillor Haydn Bateman provided an update from Flintshire Council County Council in that markings on the pavements where as a result of survey work to upgrade the traffic signalling to provide increased efficiencies for the Bus Services into Mold. 
RESOLVED: To note the information.
40. ACCOUNTS AND PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedule previously circulated. 

Month 3 Community Bank account £21,040.67 
RESOLVED: that the schedule of payments be approved.

41. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED: That the Members of the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the business due to its confidential nature.

42. CCTV QUOTATIONS FOR SITING NEW CCTV IN MOLD
 
Members considered the previously circulated report outlining the financial detail of purchasing additional CCTV cameras for the Recreational Park area.  

Members reviewed the report and considered carefully the three quotations submitted. 

RESOLVED:  That the preferred contractor, WCCTV to be engaged through the CCTV and Campus Manager at Flintshire County Council and Mold Town Council make a reimbursement payment.   

The Meeting closed at 8.00pm
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