

MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 26th February 2020.
PRESENT: 

Councillors: Tim Maunders (Mayor), Teresa Carberry (Deputy Mayor), Geoff Matthias, Chris Bithell, Geoff Collett, Sarah Taylor, Bryan Grew, Haydn Bateman, Haydn Jones, Robin Guest, Gareth Williams and Anthony Parry.
Officers: Ian Jones, Town Clerk and Finance Officer and Jo Douglass, Business and Regeneration Officer.  
Visitor:  Mike Eastwood, Technical Officer, Flintshire County Council.  

141. APOLOGIES: Councillors Andrea Mearns, Karen Hodgkinson, Brian Lloyd and Trevor Arnold. 
Jane Evans, Events and Community Engagement Officer. 

ABSENT: NONE
142.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.  
143. 

 

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor gave Members an update on his official engagements attended over the last months and thanked all those who supported Charity Dinner Dance and Auction, which was a huge success.  

The Mayor also reminder Members that Mold Fairtrade Fortnight would begin on 24th March and that there will be a Fairtrade Wine & Cheese Tasting Evening on Wednesday 11th March at the Olive Tree.    

144.






  MINUTES












RESOLVED:  That:
a)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 29th January 2020 be received and approved.
b)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 3rd February 2020 be received and noted.
c)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Community Development Committee held on 4th February 2020 be received and noted.
d)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Cemetery Committee on the 24th February to be received and noted.  

145.   PUBLIC CONVENIENCES MOLD BUS STATION 
The Mayor welcomed Mr Mike Eastwood, Technical Officer from Flintshire County Council.  Mr Eastwood presented the draft drawings for the Mold Bus Station Improvements and New Street Car Park and welcomed comments from the Members prior to public consultation. 
Members discussed the drawings and made the following suggestions 

a) That the number of electric charging points in New Street Car park be maximised and increased to five subject to budget constraints. 

b) Given the condition of New Street Car Park, resurfacing was considered a priority.  

c) More thought to be given regrading visitor coaches and positioning of pedestrian crossings to allow passengers to be directed in to the town centre.

d) New toilet facilities at the Bus Station to include fully accessible disabled toilets and baby changing facilities.    
e) Consideration be given to the provision of a canopy under the trees to protect the public from the bird excrement, or repositioning of the benches.  

RESOLVED: That Mr Mike Eastwood to incorporate suggestions wherever possible subject to budget constraints and public consultation.   

6.20pm Mike Eastwood left the meeting

146.   REPORT OF THE BUSINESS & REGENERATION OFFICER  
Members considered the previously circulated report from the Business & Regeneration Officer.  The Business & Regeneration Officer provided an update to the report in that very positive feedback was received on the Great British High Street Awards.  There may also be an opportunity to undertake a best practice site visit to a previous winning town of Altrincham subject to their successful re-ballot of the Business Improvement District.   

Councilor Bithell highlighted the number of businesses in Mold unaware of the Business Rate reduction scheme following the Open Meeting for the Business Improvement District in Mold. The Business & Regeneration Officer confirmed she would discuss this with Flintshire County Council.   
RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted
147. INTERNAL INTERIM AUDIT 2019-2020

The Town Clerk and Finance Officer reported that the Internal Auditor had cancelled due to illness. 

RESOLVED: That the agenda item would be postponed.  
148. FUTURE AUDIT ARRANGEMENTS FOR COMMUNITY COUNCILS IN WALES
Members considered the previously circulated report by the Auditor General in Wales. 

RESOLVED: To note the report and for the Policy and Audit Committee to review and consider any responses at their forthcoming meeting on 16th March 2020.   

149.  WELSH GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION - BEYOND RECYCLING
Members considered the previously circulated consultation document by Welsh Government on Beyond Recycling.  It was further noted that an engagement event was due to be held on 12th March at Theatr Clwyd.  
RESOLVED: 

a) To note the report and appoint a sub-group to attend the consultation event and respond accordingly. 

b) That Councillors Maunders, Mearns, Jones and Carberry to be appointed to the sub-group.    
150. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL PLAY AREA MATCH FUNDING - ALLOCATION OF £4K SURPLUS FUNDS.  
The Town Clerk and Finance Officer reported that the Maes Y Dre play area proposals has come in at a £4K underspend.  Following a site visit on the 14th February which was also attended by Flintshire County Council Play Officer and Councillors Lloyd and Matthias the recommendation was to approve spending the remaining £4K in replacing the Toddlers Swing and provide a new Springy at Parkfields.  
RESOLVED: 
a) To approve the £4,000 underspend in replacing the Toddlers Swing and provide a new Springy at Parkfields with a fully accessibly swing if possible.   
b)  The Town Clerk and Finance Officer to contact the Play Officer at Flintshire County Council for a risk assessed listing of Play equipment replacement provision.  

c) and to ask whether there were any section 106 monies available. 

151. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 2020-21 – ONE VOICE WALES 
Members considered renewing the subscription to One Voice Wales at a cost of £1,585 based on 4718 chargeable dwellings at a cost of 33.6p each.   

RESOLVED: That the renewal of the subscription to One Voice Wales be approved.   
152. INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION FOR WALES PANEL REPORT 2020/21 
Members considered the previously circulated Annual Report from the Independent Remuneration for Wales.   The Town Clerk and Finance Officer advised that there was no effective change for the Town Council but that it was a legal requirement to advise members of the Panel’s Report. 
RESOLVED: To receive and note the report.  
153. NOTICE OF MOTION 

Councillor Haydn Jones – That Mold Town Council urges Flintshire County Council to amend the wording on the signage at the garden by the tennis courts, Maes Bodlondeb to read as follows – 

“All Dogs to be on a lead”

“Owners not in compliance to be subject to Enforcement Action”

After some debate on the matter a proposed amendment to the notice of motion to “exclude all dogs apart from assistance dogs within the gated garden area” was considered as a better option and was accepted by Cllr Jones as the proposer of the original motion.  
RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk write to Flintshire County Council to request the amended wording on the signage as follows:- “exclude all dogs apart from assistance dogs within the gated garden area.”
154. JOINT ONE VOICE WALES/SOCIETY FOR LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS CONFERENCE – ST. DAVID’S VILLAGE HOTEL, EWLOE.  
Members considered nominating delegates to Joint One Voice Wales Conference on the 20th May 2020 at a cost of £80 per delegate. 

RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk and Councillor Grew attend the Conference.  

155. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL SUMMER PLAYSCHEME 2020 PROGRAMME NOTIFICATION. 

Members considered the Summer Playscheme 2020 with a total Mold Town Council budget of £4,200 and costs of: 

3 Weeks (15 sessions) £1,428.90 

Additional weeks £476.30. 

RESOLVED:  To approved both the support of the two play schemes in Mold together with the funding of an additional week for each site.  
156. NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS 
Members considered the previously circulated information regarding Planning decisions.  

RESOLVED: To note the report.  

157. MEETINGS ATTENDED

Councillor Grew updated Members that the Blues & Soul festival would continue this year between 31st July and 2nd August 2020 and would be looking for volunteers to assist. 
The Town Clerk and Finance Officer reported attendance at One Voice Wales Larger Council’s Committee and Flintshire County Forum. 
RESOLVED:  To note the information.
158. ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedules previously circulated.  
RESOLVED: that the schedules of payments be approved.

The Meeting ended at 7.15pm
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