

MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 29th January 2020.
PRESENT: 

Councillors: Tim Maunders (Mayor), Teresa Carberry (Deputy Mayor), Chris Bithell, Karen Hodgkinson, Sarah Taylor, Bryan Grew, Haydn Bateman, Andrea Mearns, Brian Lloyd, Gareth Williams, Anthony Parry and Trevor Arnold.
Ian Jones, Town Clerk and Finance Officer, Jo Douglass, Business and Regeneration Officer and Jane Evans, Events and Community Engagement Officer.
122. 
APOLOGIES: Councillors Geoff Matthias, Robin Guest, Haydn Jones and Geoff Collett
ABSENT: NONE
123.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Mearns and Arnold declared an interest in agenda item 6 Budget 2020/21, section 17 Grants, in relation to Parkfields grant request.
124. 

     

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor gave Members an update on his official engagements attended over the last two months.   

125.






     MINUTES












RESOLVED:  
a)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 27th November 2019 be received and approved.
b)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 27th November 2019 be received and noted.
c)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 16th December 2019 and 6th January 2020 be received and noted.
126.     REPORT OF THE BUSINESS & REGENERATION OFFICER

Members considered the previously circulated report from the Business & Regeneration Officer.  The Business & Regeneration Officer highlighted some of the items from her report including an update on the Great British High Street awards (GBHS) and informed Members that Mold was a finalist, in the top 6 towns out of over 200 entrants in the Rising Star category.  It was agreed by members that the Business & Regeneration Officer should contact one of the GBHS judges to ascertain feedback relating to Mold.
Members highlighted issues relating to some retail and business A-boards and shop displays which are encroaching onto walkways.  The Business & Regeneration Officer confirmed she would speak to the relevant businesses and also discuss with Flintshire County Council Streetscene Area Co-ordinator.

Councillor Mearns thanked the Business & Regeneration Officer and the Events and Community Engagement Officer for the work they had put into the GBHS nomination and the judge’s day and commented that the press/publicity received surrounding the town’s nomination had been very positive for the town.

RESOLVED:  That the report be received and noted. 
127.
BUDGET 2020/21
The Council considered the previously circulated report detailing the estimates for the current year, the probable expenditure for the year together with estimates for the next financial year 2020/21.  The Council noted that the report included the third quarterly review of the current year’s accounts with details of the petty cash expenditure, income and the bank / cash reconciliation as at 31st December 2019.

The Clerk reminded the Council that the Budget Sub-Group has monitored the expenditure and carefully considered the detail of the proposed budget. 
Members discussed item 17 on the budget proposal, a request from Parkfields Community Centre for a £5,000 grant to help fund the youth club provision at the centre.  Following discussion, it was agreed to support the request and the budget to be amended to include the additional £5,000 awarded to Parkfields.   Councillor Mearns confirmed she would provide a statement of accounts to confirm to Members how the £5,000 had been spent.

Councillor Williams proposed that £10,000 be included within the budget for new Christmas lights for the town centre trees and lamp columns.  Following discussion Members approved the proposal and requested the budget amended accordingly.
Councillor Grew requested that Members consider increasing the grant they provide to the Citizen Advice Bureau from £2,000 to £2,250 and that representatives from CAB would be available to give a brief presentation to the Council, following this Members would consider favourably this request.

It was noted that Cemetery fees would need to be considered within the forthcoming financial year. 

RESOLVED: That;
127.1 The quarterly reviews of general expenditure, petty cash expenditure, income and the bank reconciliation as at 31st December 2019 be noted and approved;
127.2 A precept of £274,547.00 be approved for the year 2020/2021 which reflects an increase of 3%;
127.3 A grant of £5,000 for Parkfields Community Centre approved and included within budget provision;
127.4  £10,000 be approved for purchase of new Christmas lights and included within budget provision;
127.5 To increase the grant issued to Citizen Advice Bureau from £2,000 to £2,250, subject to the CAB presentation to Council and the increase be included within budget provision; and
127.6 The Budget for 2020/2021 be approved with the amendments relating to Parkfields, Christmas lighting and Citizen Advice Bureau
128. 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Members considered the previously circulated report for applications for financial assistance.   

The Clerk reported that all applications had been assessed by the Financial Assistance Review Panel.  The request for Parkfields Community Centre was not considered by the panel as this would be considered separately within the budget approval.  

The Financial Assistance Review Panel recommended to approve the following requests: -  


The Counselling Hub  £300


Cwmni Urdd Gobaith Cymru £200


Cylch Meithrin Yr Wyddgrug £300


OWL Cymru Crime Prevention Charity £200


Wales Air Ambulance £200

Members supported the recommendations from the Panel.

RESOLVED: That the applications for financial assistance in the recommendations within the report be approved at the recommended grant amount.  
129.  CONSULATION ON THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND ELECTIONS (WALES) BILL  
Members considered the previously circulated One Voice Wales response on the consultation on the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Bill.     

A point was raised about educating 16-18 years on politics and the working of Local Government and it was suggested that this be taken forward for One Voice Wales to consider.  It was also suggested that the Town Clerk write to One Voice Wales to commend them on the work carried out on the consultation.

The contents of the response to Welsh Government were noted with interest. 
RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk write to One Voice Wales to commend them on the work carried out on the consultation and to highlight the knowledge gap for 16-18 year olds. 

130.  THE FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL (PUBLIC FOOT PATH NO. 11 IN THE COMMUNITY OF MOLD AND PUBLIC FOOT PATH NO. 38 IN THE COMMUNUTY OF MOLD RURAL) PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION ORDER 2019  
Members considered the previously circulated plan and information that the Order was confirmed on 3rd December 2019. This concluded the matter and was for information and noting.
 131. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL PLAY AREA MATCH FUNDING 
Members considered the Maes y Dre play area proposal which had previously agreed to match fund with a £10k contribution from Mold Town Council (and £10k from Flintshire County Council).
The proposed play area equipment would cost £16k and Members supported this proposal but suggested that Councillors Mearns, Hodgkinson and the Town Clerk meet the Flintshire County Council on site at Maes y Dre play area to discuss what additional equipment could be supplied to the park with the remaining £4k from the agreed £20k.  
RESOLVED: That support be given to the play equipment proposal subject to a site visit with the Flintshire County Council and the equipment supplier.
132. FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL SUMMER PLAYSCHEME PROGRAMME 2020 NOTIFICATION    
Members considered the previously circulated letter from the Play Development Officer at Flintshire County Council asking for Council to consider committing to the 2020 play scheme programme and commit to funding as per budget proposal of  £4,200. 
The letter indicated that the basic 3 weeks scheme would be £1,428.90.  If grant funding from Welsh Government is not received, there may be an additional £900 cost per play scheme.  
Members agreed to support two play schemes in Mold and if any monies remaining it was agreed to support funding of an additional week.
RESOLVED: To commit to £4,200.00 for the provision of two playschemes in Mold.

133. BAILEY HILL HLF SCHEME 

Members considered the update which had been tabled by the Town Clerk from the Bailey Hill Steering Group regarding the initial progress of the HLF project.  The start date had been confirmed as 3rd February and Members would be invited for a ‘hard hat’ tour of the site once works had started.

RESOLVED: That the report be noted.
134. NOTICE OF MOTION 

Councillor Andrea Mearns – ‘That Mold Town Council write to David Hanson, Delyn MP from 1992 to 2019, thanking him for all the support and help he had given Mold Town Council, residents and businesses in the town over the years and wishing him all the best in the future.’  Members supported the motion.
Members also agreed to send an open invitation to Rob Roberts MP for Delyn to attend future Town Council meeting. 

RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk write to David Hanson on behalf of the Council and send an invitation to Rob Roberts MP.
135. NOTIFICATION OF UPCOMING EVENTS. 

Members considered the previously circulated information on upcoming events  for the year.
RESOLVED:  To note the information.
136. NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS
Members considered the previously circulated information regarding Planning decisions.  

RESOLVED: To note the report.  

137. MEETINGS ATTENDED 
None reported.  

138. ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedules previously circulated.  
RESOLVED: that the schedules of payments be approved.

139. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
No members of the public or press in attendance

140. PUBLIC CONVENIENCES MOLD BUS STATION
Members considered the previously circulated information regarding public conveniences in Mold.  

RESOLVED: To note the information.

The Meeting ended at 7.45pm
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