MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 27th November 2019.
PRESENT: 

Councillors: Tim Maunders (Mayor), Teresa Carberry (Deputy Mayor), Chris Bithell, Geoff Matthias, Robin Guest, Sarah Taylor, Bryan Grew, Haydn Bateman, Haydn Jones, Andrea Mearns, Brian Lloyd, Gareth Williams, Anthony Parry, Trevor Arnold and Geoff Collett.  

Ian Jones, Town Clerk and Finance Officer, Jo Douglass, Business and Regeneration Officer and Jane Evans, Events and Community Engagement Officer.
107. 
APOLOGIES: Councillor Karen Hodgkinson
ABSENT: NONE
108.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.  

109. 

     

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor gave members an update on his official engagements attended over the last month.  It was reported that the Christmas light switch on was a very successful event.  It was also noted that the 18th January 2020 Mayors Charity Ball had been amended and would now be held on 15th February 2020.    
He then re-introduced Mr Ian Jones as Town Clerk and Finance Officer who was attending his first Council meeting since his appointment.    

110.






     MINUTES












RESOLVED:  
a)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 30th October 2019 be received and approved, subject to the following amendments

Minute 94. “Councillor Andrea Mearns to be the appointed Member of the Strategic Group”. 

Minute 105.  Add “Option 2- For the Town Council to work in partnership with Flintshire County Council on the refurbishment of the Bus Station Public conveniences”.  
b)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Cemetery Committee held on 4th September 2019 be received and approved as a correct record. 
c)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Community Development and Regeneration committee held on the 12th November 2019 be received and approved as a correct record.  
d)   The Minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on the 18th November be received and approved as a correct record.  
It was further resolved that an “Actions since last meeting” schedule would be appended to future Council Minutes.  

111.     REPORT OF THE BUSINESS & REGENERATION OFFICER

Members considered the previously circulated report from the Business & Regeneration Officer.  The Business & Regeneration Officer highlighted some of the items from the report including an update on the current Town Trading and the Progress of the Business Improvement District (BID).   Members asked for a future update on the Video training from Flintshire County Council for Businesses and Community Groups.  

RESOLVED:  To receive the report. 
112.
CLWYD PENSION FUND ACTUARIAL VALUATION 2018/2019

Members considered the previously circulated report regarding the Clwyd Pension Fund.  
The Town Clerk advised that this had not changed significantly from the previous contribution and that there was now a requirement for 17.8% for the Employer Contribution Plan. 

Councillor Sarah Taylor advised that for budget purposes it would be advisable to include the provision for the slightly higher estimated costs of 18.5% employer contribution due to the ongoing legal case.    

RESOLVED:
a)  To note the report; and 
b)  to include the provision of 18.5% employer contribution for budget purposes.   
113. 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH NO.11 DIVERSION ORDER 2019
Members considered the previously circulated Order in relation to the Public Footpath No.11. 
Councillor Andrea Mearns recommended that the footpath should be greened to include trees and hedges.  

RESOLVED: That 
a) no objections to be lodged; and 
b) to request that the footpath along new section ‘A to C’ is greened with the planting of trees and hedges.

114.  TOWNSCAPE HERITAGE SCHEME AND HERITAGE GRANT ISSUES ITEM REFERRED TO COUNCIL BY COMMUNITY, DEVELOPMENT AND REGENERATION COMMITTEE.  
Councillor Geoff Collett explained this item was referred to Council following on from the Community, Development and Regeneration Committee due to concerns progressing a possible Townscape Heritage Scheme in Mold.  Following a discussion with Planning and Environment at Flintshire County Council it was agreed that both Chris Rees-Jones (Conservation Officer) and Andy Roberts (Head of Planning Policy) would attend the next Community, Development and Regeneration meeting scheduled for the 4th February 2020.  As a rule, it was suggested that the Head of Service be copied into emails where no responses had been received.  
 115. WOODLANDS FOR WATER STEERING GROUP 
Members considered the invitation to appoint a Mold Town Council Representative to sit on the Woodlands for Water Steering group currently being set up by the North Wales Wildlife Trust.  

RESOLVED: 

Councillor Andrea Mearns to be the appointed Member to sit on the Woodlands for Water Steering group representing Mold Town Council. 

116. DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL FOR WALES.    
Members considered the previously circulated report regarding payment to Members of Community and Town Councils.  
RESOLVED: To receive the report.   

117. NOTIFICATION OF UPCOMING EVENTS. 

Members considered the previously circulated information on upcoming events and the requests for volunteers.  

RESOLVED:  To note the information and the revised date of the Mayors Charity dinner on the 15th February – details to follow.  
118. NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS
Members considered the previously circulated information regarding Planning decisions.  

The Town Clerk also advised that due to a technical issue, the Mold Town Council response to the Flintshire Local Development Plan (LDP) had only in part been submitted.  The first two completed sections were held but not registered as submitted.  Despite contacting Flintshire County Council Planning department it was not possible to submit these comments and therefore only the evaluation comments were received as a response by Mold Town Council.     
RESOLVED: To note the report.  

119. MEETINGS ATTENDED 
None reported.  

120. ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedules previously circulated.  
RESOLVED: that the schedules of payments be approved.

121. CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Finally, the Mayor wished all those present a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  

The Meeting ended at 7.05pm
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