
MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 30th October 2019
PRESENT: 

Councillors: Tim Maunders (Mayor), Teresa Carberry (Deputy Mayor), Karen Hodgkinson, Chris Bithell, Geoff Matthias, Robin Guest, Sarah Taylor, Bryan Grew, Haydn Bateman, Haydn Jones, Andrea Mearns, Brian Lloyd, Gareth Williams, Anthony Parry, Trevor Arnold and Geoff Collett  with the Clerk and Finance Officer,  the Business and Regeneration Officer and the Events and Community Engagement Officer.
Also Present: Gerwyn Davies Anti-Social Behaviour Co-ordinator at Flintshire County Council. 
84. 
APOLOGIES: NONE
ABSENT: NONE
85.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Mearns and Arnold declared an interest in agenda item 15.3 – Notice of Motion in relating to financial support to Parkfields Community Centre.
86. 

     

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor gave members an update on his official engagements attended over the last month. It was noted the Theatr Clwyd production of the Mold Riots, which took place throughout Mold Town Centre, had been a great success and members supported the suggestion from Councillor Taylor that an official thank you letter is sent from Mold Town Council to the Theatr to show members appreciation of the year-round work that the theatre team are doing, including the recent Riots production.

87.  FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDENS
The Mayor welcomed Gerwyn Davies Anti-Social Behaviour Co-ordinator at Flintshire County Council. Gerwyn provided members with an overview of what the Flintshire County Council Neighbourhood Wardens role was and what they did within the community. The wardens are referred to residents by the Police and are able to provide free security equipment, fire safety checks, assessment of properties.  They work closely with the Police and housing department supporting venerable residents.

6.15pm Gerwyn Davies left the meeting

88.






     MINUTES












Resolved:  It was resolved that: 

a)   The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25th September 2019 be received and approved;
b)   The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 30th September 2019 be received and noted.
c)   The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on the 28th October 2019 be received and noted.
89.     

INFORMATION ARISING FROM MINUTES

The Clerk advised members that this agenda item is not deemed good practice and will no longer be included in future agenda.  Members requested a draft copy of the minutes is sent prior to the agenda being completed to give members the opportunity to add agenda items. All members supported this request 


Resolved:  It was resolved to provide members with a draft copy of the minutes of the last meeting prior to the next month’s Town Council agenda being completed.

90. REPORT OF THE BUSINESS & REGENERATION OFFICER

Members considered the previously circulated report from the Business & Regeneration Officer.  The Business & Regeneration Officer highlighted some of the items from the report including an update on her meeting with Chris Rees-Jones Flintshire County Council Conservation Officer.  Councillor Taylor proposed that the Business & Regeneration Officer write to Andy Farrow Flintshire County Council Chief Officer (Planning, Environment and Economy) who is Chris Rees-Jones Line Manager.
91.
ACCOUNTS 2019/20 – HALF YEAR REVIEW

Members considered the previously circulated report of the accounts 2019/20 quarterly review relating to the income and expenditure for the Town Council as of 30th September 2019.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information. 
92. 
ANNUAL RETURN & EXTERNAL AUDIT 2018/2019
The Clerk informed members that the external Auditor had now completed the external audit of the Town Council’s accounts for the year 2018/19. On the basis of its review, in its opinion, the information contained in the Annual Return is in accordance with the proper practices and no matters have come to its attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  Members are asked to note the one recommendation within the Auditors report in relation to tenders, this is following members agreement to suspend financial regulations in relation to specialised equipment hire at the Blues and Soul Festival.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information.
93.  VISITS TO TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS
Members considered the previously circulated correspondence from the Chief Officer for Governance at Flintshire County Council providing feedback received from independent members of the Standards Committee following visits to Town and Community Councils in the County.  In summary, the meeting they attended at Mold had been an exemplar of good practice.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information.
94. SINGLE USE PLASTIC 
Members considered adoption of the previously circulated draft policy for the Mold Plastic Reduction Group.  Following consideration, members agreed to adopt the policy and committed to the three elements of the Plastic Free Communities motion:-

·   The Council agreed to put a member on the strategic group
·   The council agreed to support all Plastic Free Communities initiatives in the area

·   The Council pledged to act by example and remove single use items from it’s premises.


Resolved:  It was resolved to adopt the policy and commit to the three elements of the Plastic Free Communities motion
95. 
ANNUAL REPORT 
Members considered the previously circulated annual report of Mold Town Council for May 2018 – April 2019.
Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the annual report.

96. 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY
Members considered the previously circulated proposal for a celebration of the 75th anniversary of VE Day in May 2020.   The proposal was to hold a 3 day celebratory event over the Bank Holiday weekend Friday 8th – Sunday 10th May 2020.  With the following events taking places:

· Friday 8th May – Live on the Square music event

· Saturday 9th May – 1940’s themed day on Daniel Owen Square

· Sunday 10th May – 999 Emergency Services Day.

Members supported the proposal for a 3 day celebratory event over the Bank Holiday weekend May 2020.  

              Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the proposal and hold a 3 day celebratory event over the Bank Holiday weekend Friday 8th – Sunday 10th May 2020
97. 
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION – FLINTSHIRE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (LDP) 

The draft plan is now subject to a 6 week consultation from 30th September to 11th November 2019.  Members are asked to approve a response whilst taking into consideration the links with Welsh Government Draft National Development Framework document which had previously been circulated to members, and which sets the direction for development in Wales from 2020 to 2040.

Following discussion members agreed to set up a working group to respond on behalf of Mold Town Council and the working group to meet on Monday 4th November at 6.00pm to enable them to respond before the 11th November deadline.

  Resolved:  It was resolved to set up a working group to respond on behalf of Mold Town Council.
98. NOTION OF MOTION
98.1 Councillor Haydn Jones – that the Town Council support action to prevent cycling and skateboarding in the Daniel Owen Square.

Following discussion members did not support the motion.
98.2 Councillor Teresa Carberry – that the Town Council support the review of the Town Councils website. 

The Clerk informed members that the Town Council current website was not DDA (Disability Discrimination Act) compliment and there was a requirement for all Public Sector websites to be DDA compliment by September 2020
Members agreed to support in principle and for the Clerk to include within budget proposals.

98.3 Councillor Andrea Mearns – I request that Mold Town Council considers giving £5,000 financial support to Parkfields Community Centre towards the running costs of their Kids Club and Youth Club.  The Kids Club is for primary school aged children and is held on Wednesday and Saturday from 3.30pm to 5.30pm; the Youth Club is for secondary school aged young people and is held on the same days from 6pm to 8pm.  
Councillor Mearns informed members that they had previously supported the Bubble-gum Club at Parkfields with a contribution of £4,700.

Following discussion, it was agreed to provide Parkfields with the Town Council’s financial assistance form, which requests the applicant to provide financial information to support their request.

Members agreed to include the requested £5,000 within budget proposals and requested Parkfields to provide further financial information which would be considered by the budget group.
Members agreed to move the request to the budget group for consideration.

Resolved:  It was resolved to:-

98.1     Not support the motion by Councillor Haydn Jones regarding cycling and skateboarding in the Daniel Owen Square.
98.2     Support in principle the motion from Councillor Teresa Carberry to review the Town Council website and for the Clerk to include within budget proposals.
98.3     Support in principle the motion from Councillor Andrea Mearns based on Parkfields providing further financial information and for £5,000 to be included within budget proposals.
8.08pm Councillor Taylor and Guest left the meeting
8.12pm Councillor Karen Hodgkinson left the meeting
99. PREPARATION FOR THE COMMUNITY WINTER
Members considered the previously circulated correspondence from Flintshire County Council offering the following service / support for the coming Winter:-
·   Information on local weather forecast and gritting actions

·   The sale of additional salt bins and / or bagged rock salt

·   Provision of equipment for community snow clearing

Councillor Bateman asked members to support a residents request for a new salt bin at the bottom of Bryn Garmon, junction with West View.  

Members supported the request to purchase a salt bin for the bottom of Bryn Garmon, junction with West View

Resolved:  It was resolved to approve the purchase a salt bin for the bottom of Bryn Garmon, junction with West View

100. NOTIFICATION OF UPCOMING EVENTS

Members considered the previously circulated information regarding upcoming events.

             Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information.

101. NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS

Members considered the previously circulated information regarding planning decisions.

                   Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 
102. MEETINGS ATTENDED 

No reports provided 
103.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
No members of the public or press in attendance
104. MOLD – BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

Members considered the previously circulated report from the Business and Regeneration Officer asking for members to agree the position of Mold Town Council during the ballot for the proposed introduction of a Business Improvement District.

Members agreed to support the BID and provision for the (approx.) £260 levy be considered in the budget proposal.

Resolved:  It was resolved to support the BID and consideration for the levy to be included in the budget proposal.

105. PUBLIC CONVENIENCES 
Members considered the previously circulated report providing an update on the current position of the public convenience service at New Street.
Following discussion members agreed to support option 2 - the Town Council work in partnership with Flintshire County Council on public convenience service.
Resolved:  It was resolved to support option 2 - the Town Council work in partnership with Flintshire County Council.   
106. 
ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedules previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 


Resolved: It was resolved that the schedules of payments be approved.

.

The Meeting ended at 8.52pm
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