MOLD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of Mold Town Council held at the Town Hall, Earl Road, Mold on Wednesday 26th June 2019
PRESENT: 

Councillors: Tim Maunders (Mayor), Teresa Carberry (Deputy Mayor), Karen Hodgkinson, Chris Bithell, Geoff Collett, Trevor Arnold, Sarah Taylor, Bryan Grew, Haydn Jones, Robin Guest, Brian Lloyd, Gareth Williams and Anthony Parry with the Clerk and Finance Officer, Events and Community Engagement Officer and Business and Regeneration Officer.
Also Present: Rob Dewey (Flintshire County Council Standards Committee, PSCO Beth Weston of North Wales Police (Flintshire South), Alison Thomas and Kate Glover-Jones (Flintshire County Council) and Tom Comber (Young Person representative).  
31. 
APOLOGIES: Councillors Andrea Mearns, Haydn Bateman, Geoff Matthias

ABSENT: none 
32.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest expressed.
33. 

     

MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor gave members an update on his official engagements attended over the last month. 
34.
NORTH WALES POLICE AND FLINTSHIRE YOUTH COUNCIL

The Mayor welcomed PSCO Beth Weston from North Wales Police, together with Alison Thomas and Kate Glover-Jones of Flintshire Youth Council and Tom Comber Young Person representative.  
The Clerk provided background to the agenda item in that a year ago Mold Town Council had investigated the possibility of setting up a Youth Council to mirror that of Mold Town Council, however due to legislation it could not appoint members less than 15 years of age.  
Alison Thomas introduced Tom Comber and explained he was also a Welsh Youth Parliament Member representing Delyn.  Tom introduced himself giving members a background of his interests and he welcomed the opportunity of Mold Town Council wanting to engage with young people and take on board their views.     

Kate Glover-Jones extended an invitation to the Youth Council which meets at Deeside Leisure Centre on the first Tuesday of the month between 5:30pm and 9pm.  

Councillor Bithell welcomed Tom and the opportunity to engage with the youth and building a rapport and strong working relationships.    
Councillor Sarah Taylor enquired what was the best way to engage with young people and what were the main two issues they faced. Tom explained the best way to engage with young people is through the use of social media and through individual school Councils.  The main issues faced by the youth were transportation, particularly in the outlying areas and the general misrepresentation and generalisation of youth being branded as anti-social.  
Councillor Teresa Carberry requested that she be formally invited onto the School Council for Alun School.  

Tom agreed for the Clerk to contact him directly to foster greater working connections with the youth.  
PCSO Beth Watson reported that there was repeated anti-social behaviour at the ‘Rec’ and enquired if Mold Town Council has a mobile camera.  The Clerk advised that they didn’t have such a camera but would forward on the contact with CCTV.   Members agreed to consider the provision of a mobile camera on a future meeting agenda.     
PCSO Beth Watson, Alison Thomas, Kate Glover-Jones and Tom Comber left the meeting at 6.20pm
35.






     MINUTES












Resolved:  It was resolved that: 

a)   The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 29th May 2019 be received and approved;

b)   The minutes of the meeting of the Policy & Audit Committee held on 10th June 2019 be received and approved;

c)   The minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 3rd June 2019 be received and noted.

35.     

INFORMATION ARISING FROM MINUTES

Meeting of the Council held on 29th May 2019
Minute 181 – (Follow up from 24th April 2019) Councillor Bithell asked if there was an update on the removal of the BT telephone box.  The Clerk advised that she had not received any further information. Councillor Arnold advised that it had now been removed.  
Minute 19 – Councillor Bithell corrected the un-adopted road name as ‘Lon yr Orsaf’
Minute 22 – Councillor Robin Guest enquired if the alternative motion for One Voice Wales from last year regarding a portion of business rates to be kept locally had also been submitted.  The Clerk confirmed that this has been submitted. 

Meeting of the Policy & Audit Committee held on 10th June 2019

Minute 3 - Councillor Bithell asked if the external auditor could be locally based.  The Clerk reported that the Welsh Audit Office had undertaken a tendering process and the current auditors are on contract until 2020.  Following which the Welsh Audit Office has confirmed that the service will be brought in-house and provided by them rather than a contractor.  
36.


      BUSINESS AND REGENERATION OFFICER
Members considered the previously circulated report provided by the Business and Regeneration officer.  The Business and Regeneration Officer highlighted some items from the report including the meet and greet event for businesses scheduled for the 1st August 2019 and the closing of some of the high street business and new tenants in progress. 

Councillor Bithell confirmed that work on the derelict Bridge Inn would be starting, and a conversion into three flats.   

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report.

37.
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
Members considered the previously circulated report for applications for financial assistance.   The Clerk reported that all applications had been assessed by the panel of Members and that they all met the criteria agreed to consider grant assistance. 

  Resolved:  It was resolved that all applications for financial assistance in the report would be approved at the recommended grant amount.  
38. 
POLICY AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

Members considered the recommendations from the meeting of the Policy & Audit Committee held on 10th June 2019 relating to the report of the Internal Auditor, the Annual Return and the additional governance assertions with supporting information.

Before members considered, the Mayor asked if any members had any affiliation with the company that undertakes the external audit, BDO LLP.  All members confirmed they had no affiliation with BDO LLP. 

Members noted that the Annual Return is supplemented by additional questions in the Annual Governance Statement to test the assertions.  The complete set of papers, annual return and additional questions form the whole of the information given to BDO LLP for the external audit.  

Within the report from the Internal Auditor, observations were made relating to the draft accounts provided for audit did not include income of £4,840 for burials that was banked by the Cemetery Superintendent on the 29/03/19 but had not cleared the accounts.   The Clerk advised that the accounts had been amended during the audit and the annual return is now correct.  Additionally, it was found that VAT on an item of petty cash amounting to £1.39 had not been reclaimed and therefore a recommendation that VAT should be reclaimed for petty cash items as appropriate.  
Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) The report of the Internal Auditor be received and approved.

b) The draft annual return and additional questions to test assertions be 
received and approved and the Mayor to sign.

c) The observations of the Internal Auditor be received and approved.

d) It was approved for the Internal Auditor, JDH Business Services be re 
appointed for a three-year period and reviewed thereafter. 
39.
FLINTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - ENVIRONMENTAL AND PARKING ENFORCEMENT FUNDING SCHEME
Members considered the previously circulated correspondence from Flintshire County Council for the funding of additional Enforcement Officers in the Town.  

Members discussed the letter in detail and the additional cost of £195 per day for the Enforcement Officer and if any funds generated through issuing fixed Penalty notices could be retained by the Town Council as the letter stated it would be retained by the Authority. 
Resolved:  It was resolved that:

a) Not to fund any additional Enforcement Officer days. 
b) The Clerk to seek clarification on the funds generated and the service 
provision is currently in place by the Enforcement Officers.                                                                                                                                                                        
40.
OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS
To appoint a new representative to the Bailey Hill Project Partnership. 

Resolved:  It was resolved that Councillor Brian Lloyd would be appointed as the new representative on the Bailey Hill Partnership.  
41.
NOTIFICTION OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

Members considered the previously circulated information regarding upcoming events.

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information.

42.
NOTIFICATION OF PLANNING DECISIONS

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the report. 
43.
MEETINGS ATTENDED

Members considered the previous circulated report from Councillor Teresa Carberry.  The report provided information on the Youth Café and the opening of the Bereavement Café. 

Resolved:  It was resolved to note the information.

44.
ACCOUNTS / PAYMENTS

The Council considered the schedules previously circulated and noted that expenditure complied with the statutory powers available to local councils. 

Resolved: It was resolved that the schedules of payments be approved.
The Meeting ended at 7.10pm
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