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Annual Governance Statement (Part 1)

We acknowledge as the members of the Council/Board/Committee, our responsibllity for ensuring that there is a
sound system of Internal control, including the preparation of the accounting statements. We confirm, to the best of
our knowledge and belief, with respect to the accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that:

1.

* Please provide explanations to the

being taken lo address the weaknesses ldentifled.

We have put in place arrangements for: Properly sets its budget and 6,12
s effective financial management during the year; manages Its money and prepares
and A e and approves its accounting
« the preparation and approval of the accounting statements as prescribed by law.
statements.

2. We have maintained an adequate system of internal Made proper arrangements 8,7
control, including measures designed to prevent 0 £ and accepted responsibility for
and detect fraud and corruption, and reviewed its safeguarding the public money
effectiveness. and resources In its charge.

3. We have taken all reasonable steps to assure Has only done things that it has
ourselves that thers are no matters of actual or the lega! power to do and has
potentlal non-compliance with laws, regulations and O [ conformed to codes of practice and
codes of practice that could have a significant standards in the way it has done so.
financial effect on the ability of the Council/Board/

Commiliee to conduct its business or on its finances.

4. We have provided proper opportunity for the Has given all persons interested 6,23
exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the o £ the opporlunity to inspect the body's
requirements of the Accounts and Audit (Wales) accounts as set out in the notice of
Regulations 2014, audit,

5. We have carried out an assessment of the risks Considered the financlal and other | 6,9
facing the Council/Board/Comimittee and taken risks it faces in the operation of
appropriate steps to manage those risks, including & e the body and has dealt with them
the Introduction of internal controls andfor external propetly.

Insurance cover where requirad.

8. Woe have maintained an adequate and effective Arranged for a competent person, 6,8
system of internal audit of the accounting records independant of the financial controls
and control systems throughout the year and have A | and procedures, 1o give an objective
recelved a report from the internal auditor. view on whether these meet the

needs of the body,

7. We have considered whether any litigation, Disclosed everything It should have | 6
iabilitles or commitments, events or transactions, about its business during the year
occurring either during or after the year-end, have a [ £ including events taking place after
financial iImpact on the Council/Board/Commiltee the year-end if relevant,
and, where appropriate, have included them on the
accounting statements,

8. We have taken appropriate action on all matters Considered and taken 6, 8, 23
raised In previous reports from internal and external appropriate action to address
audit, A Ea lssuesiweaknesses brought to its

attentlon by both the internal and
external audifors,

9, Trust funds —in our capacity as trustee, we have: Y| Has met all of Its responsibilities 3,6
« discharged our responsibllity in relation to the | | where it is a sole managing trustee

accountability for the fund(s) including financlal of a local trust or trusts.
reporting and, if required, Independent
examination or audit.

external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘no’ response given; and describe what action Is




Additional disclosure notes*

1. Expenditure under $137 Local Government Act 1972 and S2 Local Government Act 2000

Saction 137(1) of the 1972 Act permits the Council to spend on activities for which it has no other specific powers If the
Councll considers that the expenditure s in the interests of, and will bring direct benefit to, the area or any part of it, or all or
some of its inhabitants, providing that the benefit is commensurate with the expenditure. Sectlon 137(3) also permits the
Gouncil to incur expenditure for certain charilable and ofher purposes. The maximum expenditure that can be incurred under
both section 187(1) and (3) for the financial year 2020-21 was £8.32 per elector,

in 2020-21, the Council made payments totalling £27,415 under section 137. These payments are included within ‘Other
payments' in the Accounting Statement.

* Include here any addilional disclosures the Councll considers necessary to aid the reader's understanding of the accounting
slatement andfor the annual governance statement.

Council/Board/Committee approval and certification

The Council/Committee is responsible for the preparation of the accounting statements and the annual governance statement in
accordance with the requirements of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the Act) and the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations
2014,

Certification by the RFO Approval by the Councll/Board/Commltiee

i certify that the accounting statements contained in this Annual | confirm that these accounting statements and

Return presents fairly the financial posilion of the Councli/Board/ | Annual Governance Statement were approved by the
Commilies, and its income and expenditure, or properly presents CounclllBoardlCommlttee under minule reference o
receipts and paymants, as lhe case may be, for the year ended |

e gy e o czeemay b o he YR e ot 27 f70]

RFO slgnature ri_\ﬂ‘\f\-“— e i i Chalr of meeting signatura.
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Auditor General for Wales’ Audit Certificate and report

| report in respect of my audit of the accounts under section 13 of the Act, whether any matters that come to my
attention give cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not besn met. My audit has
been conducted in accordance with guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales.

| certify that | have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2021 of:

M Town Council

Auditor General’s report

Audit opinion - Unqualified

On the basis of my review, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention giving cause for concern that in any material
respect, the information reported in this Annual Return:

s has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;

¢ that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met;

e is not consistent with the Cauncil's/Committee’s governance arrangements; and

e that the Council/Committee does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in
its use of resources,

Other matters arising and recommendations
Fixed asset register

The Fixed Asset register provided for audit contains insufficient detail to identify individual assets. We recommend that larger
assets are individually recorded rather than being grouped together. ‘

There are no further matters 1 wish to draw to the Council’s attention.

QL{ | ) Date: 18’1 0/2022
s g,?y:h ﬁ/_m,‘)_v

Deryck Evans, Audit Manager, Audit Wales
For _g_|_1_d on bghg!f qf the Auditor General for Wales

* Delete as appropriate.




